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President's Message - Are Older Cars Really Easier to Work On?
When I take my cars to various events, I often have interesting conversations with the
people who have come out to see them. One comment that I get frequently goes something like this: "wow they don't make them like that anymore, looks a lot simpler than
the cars today, it must be a whole lot easier to work on. Look like fun !" I agree that
older cars are generally simpler, but are they really easier to work on than cars today?
I think everyone agrees that there is a whole lot less to do on the more reliable modern
cars, so jobs on modern cars may be more complex but much less frequent. But when
you compare individual repair jobs, is the old car always easier to work on? From my
experience these are a few jobs that a I have found harder on an antique car than a
modern one (one disclaimer, all my old cars are British cars):
Oil Change: Probably the most frequent maintenance job on any type of car. My experience is that oil changes on older cars are more difficult because of canister oil
filter. I find the canister filter to be significantly more difficult to deal with than
the modern spin off filters, even when you account for the difficult access of many
modern filters. The O ring replacement, especially trying to get it to seat properly
and not leak takes some attention.
Changing Headlights: Not that hard of a job on either old or modern cars, but I think
it is definitely more work for older cars. On modern cars, changing the halogen
headlight bulbs is usually as easy as changing any household light bulb, taking
only a few seconds. All my older cars have sealed beam units. Replacing them involves disassembling a trim ring, a rubber seal, and a retaining ring. This can take
a while, if rust has worked its way into these pieces.
Working with Fasteners: I think screws, bolts, and other fasteners have improved a
lot over the years. The coatings, strength, and overall consistency of modern fasteners are much better, making it easier to turn screws and bolts on a modern car
than an old car.
Replacing Shock Absorbers: The McPherson strut set up on modern cars is far more
elegant and simple to service than the older suspension systems like the Armstrong
lever-action shocks that require an extensive front-end rebuild to service.
Chassis lubrication: A frequent and sometime tedious service for older cars, but almost non-existent on modern cars with their sealed chassis components and bearings
Replacing Brake Shoes/Pads: Modern cars are more likely to have the easier to service disk brakes than the drum brakes found on older cars. Older cars often require
manual brake adjustment after a service.
Andy Gotchel
Club President
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Club News

Happy Birthday!!!
The following members are celebrating their
special day in September:
Dee Javaras
3
Judi Hardin
6
Bill Venable
9
Susan Fanelli
9
Nancy Makin
15
Ann Taylor
16
Kaye Loucks
20
Don Mohr
24
The following members will be celebrating their
special day in October:
Joe Beazley
3
Bill Derryberry
5
Linnie Coppage
5
Nelda Mohr
10
Lauman Schooler
24
Dan Leibenow
25

Sunshine Report
If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please call me
at 540-373-2771. If I’m not home,
just leave a message.

Get well cards were sent to Charles
Bareford, Margaret Stosch, Dee Javaras and
Laura Lowe.
Jane Shelton,
Sunshine Chairman
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Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc. AACA are held at 7:30 PM on the third
Tuesday of each month except December at the Dorothy Hart
Community Center, 408 Canal Street in Fredericksburg. All
members will be notified of any changes.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 19th,
2010. Hope to see you there.

Membership
We are always looking for new members, so if you know
anyone who may want to join please invite them to a meeting.
Lauman Schooler,

Membership Chairman

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert for an up
coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots on the sign-up sheet at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members for providing refreshments.

Beverages

Cookies, Cakes, etc

September

Jason & Dee
Javaras

Wally Hunt

October

Laura Lowe

Connie Brown

November

Hank & Marjorie
Mausolf

Suzanne Schooler

Bull Run Meet
The 35th Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet took place on September 18th. Several of our members brought cars. There was a
lot to see there this year including fire trucks and the Take-Apart Model T.

Calendar of Events, 2010
September 25, 15th Annual Car, Boat & Air Event, Hummel Air Field, Topping, VA
James(planes)804-753-2752, Ann(cars)804-694-5995, Matt(boats)804-776-1900, www.wingsandwheels.us
October 6-9, Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey region, Hershey, PA, 717-566-7720
December 5, HFR AACA Annual Christmas Luncheon, Fredericksburg Country Club, 1:30 PM
February 10-12 2011, AACA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, 717-534-1910
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Historic Fredericksburg Region, AACA
August Monthly Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2010
(Prepared by Ruth DuBois in the absence of Connie Brown)
The president called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. The roll was called. Twenty-one members
were present. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the July 2010 minutes.
Wayne DuBois presented the treasurer's report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay the bills presented: Copy Center Plus (newsletter printing) and Connie Brown (postage).
Committee Reports:
Membership: Lauman Schooler reported that we are continuing to look for new club members.
Cards & Flowers: No report.
Legislative: No report.
Magneto: Doug Makin reported that he always needs contributions of articles and/or pictures of current car events
for the newsletter. He also called everyone's attention to the information on the Taste of the Mountains tour in this
month's Magneto.
Website: No report.
Social: Andy Gotchel again announced the need for a volunteer to take over for Frances Schooler as social chairman. Frances reported that she had received the official invitation for us to participate in the Taste of the Mountains
Main Street Festival in Madison on September 4th. We will meet at 7:00 a.m. on Saturday in the parking lot in front
of Tractor Supply on Route 3 and caravan as a group.
Meet: No report.
Old Business: Andy Gotchel announced that in preparation of the upcoming election of our club officers a nominating committee will be announced at our September meeting. The slate of officers will be presented to the club at the
October meeting. A vote will be taken at the November meeting and the installation of the officers will be at the December banquet. A motion was made, seconded and passed to change Article II, Section I of the club by laws to
read as follows (Nominations for At-Large directors will come from the general membership in October and one will
be elected at the November meeting in both even and odd numbered years.) This change was overlooked in the
revision of the by laws dated 2009.
Wayne DuBois reported the death of Janet Ricketts who was the first lady president of AACA. Wayne also announced that Seth has returned to the United States and is stationed at Ft Lewis in Washington State. Wayne reported that he has not yet been able to resolve the discrepancy with the club's tax ID number. He stated that several other local clubs are having the same issue and the deadline for filing the 990N has been extended to October
1st.
New Business: Upcoming events: Madison - Sept 4th; Bull Run Show in Manassas and Northern Neck Show in Kilmarnock - Sept 18th. Ben Schooler announced an estate sale auction at the Classic Car Center Sept 25th featuring
auto memorabilia, old signs and a swap meet. Robert Aftel described vehicles that he is aware of for sale.
50-50 Raffle: Suzanne Schooler won the 50-50 and graciously donated her winnings to the club.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 p.m. Ben Schooler closed in prayer. Refreshments were served
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One could not have asked for better weather or a better time. The annual Taste of the Mountains Festival was
held September 4th in Madison Virginia and our club was again a big part of the festivities. About twenty-five of our
members met at 7AM on Route 3 and caravanned together to Madison. The drive down route 3 and 29 was pleasant,
and we arrived without a hitch. The cars were parked in the lot in front of the town library, and we enjoyed a full day
of good foods, crafts, displays, civil war re-enactors and live music. After visiting one vendor’s stand Robert Aftel’s
boys came away with toy guns that shot ping pong balls. You can believe they had a great time running around with
those. The Shriners brought their popular hillbilly car, and Jason Javaras tried it out for size. Now Jason says he has
to get himself one.
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In 1931 the Fredericksburg Fire Department ordered a brand new
Seagraves fire truck from the factory. It came equipped with a 6
cylinder Suburbanite motor, magneto ignition and an open cab with
no windshield. It shared duties with “Old No. 1” (vintage unknown)
which was eventually was given to the City of Falmouth and later on
to the war relief effort in World War II. Old No. 2 saw service in the
City of Fredericksburg for over four decades until being demoted to
reserve status in the mid-70’s, turned over to the Fredericksburg
volunteer firemen who treated it to a complete restoration. The Seagraves underwent some well deserved upgrades as well as a general
restoration. The truck got a new coat of paint, a larger water storage
tank, and a more modern electric system. It also finally got a windshield.
The proud old Seagraves continued to serve as a reserve pumper
for and also as a representative of the FFD in a myriad of parades
and displays over the years. Sometime at the end of the new millennia No. 2 reached a point where it sat idle more than it was run. The City went away from an all volunteer fire staff
and the remaining volunteers started looking for a new home for Old No. 2. One of the volunteers, Don Crites, knew
the truck very well and offered to buy the truck. After some discussion the City offered it to Don for the princely
sum of one dollar, with some conditions. Number one, the truck was to be solely Don’s responsibility but yet available
for any official use such as parades, etc. Number two, the City reserved the right to buy it back for one dollar if he
grew tired of taking care of it. Not a bad deal, huh? After the volunteers restoration efforts it was still in fairly good
shape except for the brakes. Don said the initial drive home, down the Route 1 hill near the college was a whiteknuckler all the way. New brakes, utilizing elevator linings were later installed to make sure it didn’t happen again.
Old No. 2 – Fredericksburg Fire Depart-

At one time Don Crites had as many as five old fire trucks in our area, including a white 1938 Chevrolet truck that
some members may remember at one of the last shows HFR held at Walker Grant School. Nowadays though, Don is
down to just Old No. 2, his favorite. The Seagraves attended shows held by our club years ago in Old Mill Park and
of course our annual show last year in Downtown Fredericksburg. It never fails to bring a smile to admirers’ faces.
The above information was gladly offered by the following FFD volunteers:
Don Crites, who called from a vacation in Colorado to help with this article.
Bill Easley and Allen Brennan of Fredericksburg.
Thanks fellows. Old No. 2 is always welcome at our shows.

Jason Javaras

Classified Ads
ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter copies are circulated each month. What better way to
reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch, A
typical business card is $16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page, $80.00 half page, and a full page is $160.00 per year. This is a
fraction of the price charged by other AACA newsletters. All types of ads accepted. Contact the Magneto editor to inquire
about advertising. HFR AACA members are entitled to four months of free advertising for anything auto related.
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Classifieds cont.

Help - Need storage for one late thirties Chevy schoolbus.
Used in the movie "Hoosiers". About the length of a cadillac
and approx. 8 1/2 feet high. Contact Darryll Baker. 571-2947853 (cell) Falls Church. Nice guy - just needs to get his bus
out of the weather at a reasonable cost. Jason Javaras

Wanted: Spare wheel for late
60’s to early 70’s Ford Pickup
Truck. 5 lug, 5½” x 15”. Jason
Javaras. 540-786-5819

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402
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