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President's Message
President's Message - Thinking Past the Long Hot Summer
The early summer season was promising this year. It was relatively cool,
and it didn't seem to rain much. We were lucky enough to have this better
weather for our annual show. Lately it has gotten very hot, to near record
levels of heat and humidity. It's hard to get motivated to go out to any carrelated events in this weather. More organizations (like us) from this part
of the country seem to be concentrating their events in the spring and fall,
to avoiding the dead of summer. I think this is a good thing. There are more
and more cruise nights, and these are perfect for this time of year when
things cool off at night, as long as we're not in the weather pattern where
strong thunderstorms roll through late each day.
As things slow down in the dog days of summer, it is a good time to think
about the road ahead for the car club. The big thing we need to all think
about is the future of our club leadership. I think we have a great thing
here with our club. As a member you should enjoy all the great events and
camaraderie that we offer. But It takes work to make it all happen. The
same group of people will not always be around to lead the club. To keep
and grow what we have, we all at some point need to think about stepping
up and making a bigger contribution to the club.
One key leadership position that we need to fill is the position of social committee chair. Frances Schooler has worked hard in this role for many years,
but now it is time for someone else to step up and make a contribution. This
person helps to arrange all the club's social events and tours, a big part of
what this club does. This includes the Christmas Banquet and the tour to
Taste of the Mountains in Madison, VA. Frances has agreed to coordinate
these two events until a new social chair is found and brought up to speed.
There are many other great tours and events that could be available, and
we had some great ones over the last few years, but someone needs to step
up as social chair, if we want to continue to have these.
Also this Fall we will have club elections. The current board members will
be forming the election committee soon. If you're interested in serving as a
club officer in the future, this is the time to start letting people know of
your interest.
Andy Gotchel
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Happy Birthday!!!
The following members are celebrating their special
day in July:
John Garnett
2
Peggy Sale
7
Nick Rein
9
Patsy Rowley
9
William Jamerson
11
Florence Jamerson
15
Lin Bourne
18
Ron Rees
20
Nora Aftel
23
Frances Taylor
25
Jerry Taylor
30
The following members will be celebrating their
special day in August:
Tommy Hunt
2
Nancy Windingland
8
James Lowe
20
Earl Broyles
23
William Sale
26
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Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc. AACA are held at 7:30 PM on the third
Tuesday of each month except December at the Dorothy Hart
Community Center, 408 Canal Street in Fredericksburg. All
members will be notified of any changes.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 17th,
2010. Hope to see you there.

Operation Support Seth
GREAT NEWS —- Seth is hoping to be back in the
United States around the end of August! Thanks to your generous support in the last 9 months we have mailed 13 packages to Seth and his team members.
The mission is now complete. Thank you again for
your overwhelming response to this project. Ruth Dubois

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert for an up
coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots on the sign-up sheet at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members for providing refreshments.

Membership
We are always looking for new members, so if you
know anyone who may want to join please invite them
to a meeting.
Lauman Schooler,

Membership Chairman

Sunshine Report
If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please call me
at 540-373-2771. If I’m not home,
just leave a message. Jane Shelton

Sunshine Chairman

Beverages

Cookies, Cakes, etc

August

Jane Shelton

Frances Schooler

September

Jason & Dee
Javaras

Wally Hunt

October

Laura Lowe

Connie Brown

November

Hank & Marjorie
Mausolf

Suzanne Schooler

July

Schooler Sightings Reported in Louisville
Ben and Lauman Schooler were
seen attending the AACA 75th Anniversary Meet held June 30thJuly 3rd in Louisville KY. At the
awards banquet they both won
preservation awards. Also spotted
there were club members Nick
Rein and Wayne Burgess. The
Kyana Region put on a really great
car show. Congratulations to all.
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Historic Fredericksburg Region, AACA
June Monthly Meeting Minutes, June 15, 2010
The president called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. The roll was called. Twenty-five members and
one visitor (Rocky Nelson) were present. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the May 2010 minutes.
Wayne DuBois presented the treasurer’s report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay the bills presented:
2010 car meet expenses – West End Trophies, radio station, J. Gordon Brown (city no-parking signs, vests, envelopes),
Jane Shelton (film processing), Andy Gotchel (frames), Wally Hunt (fire extinguishers) and Copy Center Plus
(newsletter printing).
Committee Reports:
Membership: No report.
Cards & Flowers: Cards were sent to Lloyd Scott and Ken Loucks. Both had surgery.
Legislative: No report.
Magneto: No report.
Website: Andy Gotchel reported that pictures from the car meet are on the website.
Social: DUE TO THE RESIGNATION OF FRANCES SCHOOLER, WE NEED A VOLUNTEER TO ACT AS
SOCIAL COMMITTEE CHAIR. It was reported that as of this date we are still planning on the yearly outing to
Madison for Taste of the Mountains. More information later.
2010 Car Meet: In general, feelings were that the 2010 car meet was a success. J. Gordon Brown reported that a
follow-up meeting with the city DRMI is scheduled for Wednesday, June 16. He read comments from some letters and
e-mails he had received. Comments were mainly favorable toward the show. The Mayor was pleased with the day’s
events and had stated that the city needs more of this type of activity. J. indicated that he was disappointed with the
coverage from The Free Lance-Star. Members were reminded to patronize our sponsors’ businesses and to thank
them for their support. Wayne DuBois reported that according to the numbers he had, the meet did show a profit for
the club.
Old Business: Operation Support Seth will be closing out for now. Again, many thanks from Seth, his buddies and
his parents for the club’s generous support.
New Business: Wayne DuBois reported his efforts in trying to work with the IRS to clear up a discrepancy regarding the club’s tax-exempt status. He also reported that the corporation papers had been found among old documents.
The current report is filed and paid. Some upcoming events were discussed. Please refer to the events listing in the
Magneto.
50-50 Raffle: Bill Derryberry won the 50-50 raffle.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. Ben Schooler closed in prayer. Refreshments were served.

The Function and Compatibility of the Coil and Condenser by Bill Derryberry
I had a problem installing a condenser on my MG TD distributor.
The applicable condenser ordered for the coil had a metal tab on it
with a screw hole for attachment to the distributor base. My distributor had a spring metal clamp and would not accommodate the
condenser with the metal tab. After checking with NAPA auto parts
and the catalog company I use, I discovered that there are no markings on coils or condensers that indicate voltages or other capacities.
I than asked, via email, Pat Goss of Goss’ Garage and received the
following response. The information may be useful to club members.
(Reprinted with written permission from the author.)
Hi William:
The coil and the condenser on an automotive ignition system are
matched to form a simple electronic oscillator circuit. There are 2
important factors to consider: spark plugs use only what voltage is
needed not what is produced and ignition systems always produce
the maximum amount of voltage at all times in anticipation of maximum need.

Bill Derryberry in the MG TD

That means if the system produces 20,000 volts but the spark plug only requires 5,000 volts the leftover voltage has to be
dissipated. These are typical ignition system voltages and this is where the oscillator circuit comes into play. With only 5K
of 20K being used the remaining 15K has to be dissipated. This is done by the residual in the coil charging down the wire
toward the open points and finding a direct path to the condenser. The voltage charges the condenser which once
Continued on page 6

THE MAGNETO

Page 5

Saturday, June 5, 2010
HFR AACA 53rd Annual Meet
Caroline Street, Fredericksburg, VA
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Continued from page 4

charged causes the voltage to return back to the windings of the coil. In the coil some of the voltage is converted into heat
and magnetism and the remainder once again flows back to the condenser. Again once charged the condenser allows the now
lower voltage to flow back into the coil where more is converted into heat and magnetism. This back and forth of ringing
between the two parts causes the residual energy to be dissipated before the pints close to prevent then from melting from
high voltage.
For all of this to work properly the resistance of the coil and the capacitance of the condenser (capacitor) have to match
electrically. If they don't there will be too much electrical energy left when the points close (completing the circuit to ground)
and the points will burn rapidly. The match between the condenser and coil is based on the resistance in the coil windings
and the capacitance of the condenser (measured in Farads or fractions of Farads). Bottom line is that in most cases you can't
use just any old coil or condenser as the residual voltage may not be right and coil output may suffer.
You can measure the resistance of a coil using a digital volt ohm meter if you have the specs. You can also get some idea
about the condenser using an old analog volt ohm meter. In this case you put the meter on a high ohms scale and connect
the test leads to the condenser (one to the lead and one to the condenser's body). Hold the leads for about three seconds then
disconnect and reverse the polarity of the leads. During the first connection the battery in the meter should have charged
the condenser and during the second that charge will be dissipated through the meter and will show as a momentary swing
of the needle.
The best way to test both the condenser and the coil and the way we do it is with an oscilloscope. The pattern on the scope
tells us the output voltage (amplitude), output duration (in milliseconds), the number of oscillations of the coil condenser
combination and the voltage level as the points close.
It's hard to say what you might get with non-specific application parts. Might work and might not work so well. Sorry I
don't have a better answer for you.
Sincerely, Pat Goss.

Calendar of Events, 2010
August 12-14, Southeastern Fall Meet, Roanoke Valley Region, Blacksburg, VA, 540-353-6857
August 19-21, Central Division Fall Meet, Moline, IL, 717-534-1910
August 25-28, AACA Special Division Tour, Western PA & Eastern Ohio, 717-534-1910,
AACAeconotour@yahoo.com
August 28, Tidewater Region 37th Annual Meet, Virginia Beach, VA, Sam Kern, Meet Chairman,
www.aaca.org?tidewater
September 2-5, Western Fall Meet, Cheyenne, WY, 717-534-1910, members.aaca.org
September 11, Alzheimers Memory Walk, Wally Hunt, (540) 834-0415, members.aaca.org
September 18, 17th Annual Antique Auto Show, Kilmarnock, VA, Northern Neck Region,
Kathy Harrison, 804-443-4478, Miss America, Caressa Cameron, in attendance,
September 18, 35th Annual Edgar R. Rohr Memorial Meet, Bull Region, Manassas, VA, Pat Paquette, (703) 670-5051
September 25, 15th Annual Car, Boat & Air Event, Hummel Air Field, Topping, VA
James(planes)804-753-2752, Ann(cars)804-694-5995, Matt(boats)804-776-1900, www.wingsandwheels.us
October 6-9, Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey region, Hershey, PA, 717-566-7720
December 5, HFR AACA Annual Christmas Luncheon, Fredericksburg Country Club, 1:30 PM

Classified Ads
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Classifieds cont.

ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter copies
are circulated each month. What better way to reach Fredericksburg’s most
active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00
per square inch, A typical business card is $16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page,
$80.00 half page, and a full page is $160.00 per year. This is a fraction of the
price charged by other AACA newsletters. All types of ads accepted. Contact
the Magneto editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA members are
entitled to four months of free advertising for anything auto related.

Wanted: Spare wheel for late
60’s to early 70’s Ford Pickup
Truck. 5 lug, 5½” x 15”. Jason
Javaras. 540-786-5819

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402
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