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As we approach the Christmas banquet once again and look back on the year our club
just had, I’m grateful for all the successes our organization has enjoyed. They’ve truly
exceeded any of my expectations. I think our successes have raised the level of energy
and enthusiasm among the membership, and this will only help us to keep on building.
Many of our traditions and favored events remained
strong and continued to grow; from our Christmas party
which has taken hold at the fine locale of the Fredericksburg Country Club, to the strong turnout for the
annual tour to Madison for the Taste of the Mountains
Festival, and the return of an old favorite, the Park and
Shop (now Eagle Village) car display.
We had the opportunity to enjoy a few new and truly
unique events that made for some interesting memories
and stories to include the “exotic” cuisine we were given for our participation in the
grand opening of the Lej Caribbean Restaurant, and the rustic and natural charm of
the Prince William Forest Park Heritage Festival.
We’ve enjoyed success in bringing in new members. Most of these new members have
made an immediate impact on the club by becoming active participants in our events.
We even lucked out with the weather. I can’t remember a better year. It was certainly
not a drought this past year, but whenever we had an event, the rain seemed to hold
off. I can only remember two events over the course of the entire year when there was
any degree of precipitation. It was also a relatively mild summer in terms of heat and
humidity. Cool and pleasant weather is most of what I remember from the past summer.
Our club’s success at the annual
Old Dominion Meet was definitely one of the top highlights.
Our success at this show in terms
of our overall participation and
awards was unprecedented not
only for our club, but for the history of the ODMA meet. The HFR
AACA sweeping of all three major
event trophies was a spectacular
feet that we can all be proud of.
But there was one event that even topped the ODMA
in my estimation, and that was the inaugural edition of
our annual meet in the heart of downtown Fredericksburg. With over 200 high caliber antique cars and
thousands of spectators, we have raised the bar for the
size and quality of our annual show. This will hopefully
lay the foundation for interest in our club in the community for years to come. Please continue to work hard
on this event next year and in the years to come to sustain and build on this success.
Andy Gotchel
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Happy Birthday!!!
The following members are celebrating their special
day in November:
Ben Schooler
3rd
Bob Tyler
9th
Rachel Noel
11th
Chris Scott
13th
Doug Makin
16th
Louise Vincent
18th
Silvia Govoni
19th
Fred Whetzel
20th
Debbie Bourne
21st
Alexander Kacinski
24th
The following members will be celebrating their special
day in December:
Wayne Dubois
1st
Millie Venable
3rd
Charles Kendall
7th
Floyd Shelton
7th
Henry Mausolf
8th
Roy Headley
10th
Barbara Kendall
13th
Lloyd Scott
24th
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Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc. AACA are held at 7:30 PM on the third
Tuesday of each month except December at the Dorothy Hart
Community Center, 408 Canal Street in Fredericksburg. All
members will be notified of any changes.
However during the month of December we hold our
annual Christmas luncheon instead of a regular meeting. The
next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 19th, 2010.
Hope to see you there.

Sunshine Report
If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please call me
at 540-373-2771. If I’m not home,
just leave a message.
A sympathy card was sent to Dan and Karen Liebenow.
Dan’s mother passed away.
A sympathy card was sent to Lauman and Frances
Schooler. Their grandson, Daniel, passed away.
Happy birthday to Louise Vincent. Louise will be 90
years old on November 18th.

Jane Shelton
Sunshine Chairman

Web Site
Andy Gotchel, webmaster, continues to update the information on the club website. The annual show flyer and past
issues of newsletters are online. This website will also be
kept up to date with the latest club news and events. Put
this website in your bookmarks and check it frequently to
stay informed on what's happening with the club.
http://local.aaca.org/hfrva/

Submissions To the Magneto
We strongly encourage submissions by club members
to the Magneto Newsletter. The newsletter goes to the
printers on the Friday before the meeting that the newsletter is distributed. We prefer submissions for an upcoming
issue to be submitted one week before the next scheduled
meeting or earlier. Send your submissions or contact, Doug
Makin, the Magneto editor at: 540-373-2617 dougmakin@msn.com

Membership
We welcome new members Robert and Silvia Govoni.
Robert is a member of the Marine Corps, and they own
three Chryslers.
We are always looking for new members, so if you know
anyone who may want to join please invite them to a meeting.

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert for an up
coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots on the sign-up sheet at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members for providing refreshments.

Happy Holidays!!
November

Beverages

Cookies, Cakes, etc

Hank & Marjorie

Suzanne Schooler
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HISTORIC FREDERICKSBURG REGION, AACA
October Monthly Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2009
The president called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. The roll was called. Thirty-two members
were present. Also present was Robert Gavoni, a prospective new member joining us from the First Capitol Region
in New Bern, North Carolina.
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the September minutes.
Wayne DuBois presented the treasurer’s report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay bills from the City
of Fredericksburg (meeting room rental), Connie Brown (postage), and Copy Center Plus (printing newsletter).
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Membership: Lauman Schooler introduced prospective new member Robert Gavoni. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve his membership application. Lauman also reminded members that national dues may
be paid on line and are coming due soon.
Cards & Flowers: Report in newsletter.
Legislative: No report.
Magneto: Doug Makin expressed thanks to Jason Javaras for his contribution to the newsletter (Page 8) and drew
members’ attention to the information concerning care packages for PFC Seth Brown, who is serving in Iraq (Page 5).
Website: No report.
Social: Frances Schooler reported that several club members’ cars were in attendance at the Waller’s Baptist
Church 240th anniversary celebration on. She also reminded members that reservations are now being taken for the
12/6/09 Christmas luncheon. Reservations need to be made by 11/24/09.
2010 Car Meet: J. Gordon Brown reported that there have been other car clubs approaching city officials in regard
to having their shows downtown also. City officials have expressed they are not interested in opening up that venue
to everyone. They are interested, however, in helping to promote our show as a yearly weekend / family event.
There has been no response from the Mayor’s office after being contacted regarding their desire for stronger support
of the 2010 car meet. The new downtown Marriott Courtyard has blocked 15 rooms for out-of-town guest reservations during the meet. J. also reported that during the meeting of the Executive Board on Thursday, 10/15/09, it was
suggested that charter member Lloyd Scott’s car be used for the 2010 meet plaque. All past presidents’ cars have
been featured on the plaque. A motion was made, seconded and passed to this effect.
Old Business: Andy Gotchel read a letter from the U.S. Department of Interior, Superintendent of the Prince William Forest Park, thanking the club for their display during their heritage festival. Ruth DuBois thanked everyone
who had provided items for a care package for Seth Brown. Also, at this time, Andy Gotchel presented proposed
changes to the Policies and Procedures Manual. Contact an executive board member for copies of those proposed
changes.
New Business: Wally Hunt announced that the Old Dominion Meet planning meeting will take place on Saturday,
11/14/09, in Petersburg. He and Lauman Schooler are planning to attend.
Andy Gotchel asked that members be aware that the Executive Board At-Large position vacated by J. Gordon
Brown upon his election as Vice President needs to be filled. Ron Rees has been filling in for J. and is agreeable to
serve a full term.
50-50 Raffle: J. Gordon Brown won the 50-50 raffle. He donated his winnings back to the club treasury.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m. Ben Schooler closed in prayer. Refreshments were served.
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OPERATION SUPPORT SETH
As many of you know J and Connie's son, Seth, is currently stationed in Iraq. At our September club meeting we
discussed sending Seth a monthly care package.
After our show at Park & Shop we had collected a variety of items and our 1st box was on its way. Seth has
already received that package and has expressed his appreciation to the club for supporting him in this way.
I will be collecting items at each monthly club meeting and mailing a box shortly thereafter. Here is a list of
suggested items: baby wipes or personal cleansing cloths, deodorant (Degree for Men-Clinical), hard candy
(individually wrapped), snacks such as crackers, nuts, dried fruit, cookies etc also individually wrapped - Please
avoid giving chocolate or other ingredients that would melt in the heat. Other useful items include brown or tan
socks, envelopes/ stationery, magazines (diesel trucks/ Harley Davidson motorcycles), pocket size pads of paper,
toothpaste (Crest), toothbrush, soap (Dial/ Lever), wash cloths/ towels. Please do not feel limited to just the items
listed here. Many of you have been away from home and probably have some great ideas of your own. Anyone
who wishes may give me money and I will purchase a calling card for the amount we collect for Seth to use to call
home.
Here is Seth's contact information for anyone who wishes to send words of encouragement:
Mail:

PFC Seth G. Brown
4-2 SBCT
HHC Brigade
APO, AE 09344

Email: S brown12518@AOL.com (there is a space between S and brown)
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Thank you for your participation.
Ruth Dubois

OPERATION SUPPORT SETH
Here is an update to our club's commitment to send Seth, J & Connie's son, a monthly care package.
At our October meeting we collected a number of items including crackers, mints, playing cards, hand held games,
wipes, floss, deodorant, soap and motorcycle magazines. Several members contributed cash and I purchased
$40.00 worth of calling cards. One club member gave me cash to cover the postage to send the box to Seth.
Last month's Magneto included a list of suggested items that might be useful. Some additional ideas are kleenex,
baby powder, Gold Bond foot powder, pain relievers, aspirin, tylenol, motrin, disposable razors, blistex, Q tips, sun
block, word puzzle books, packets of coffee, hot cocoa mix, tea, gum, life savers, cereal bars, granola bars, trail
mix, pop tarts, cookies, protein bars and power bars. Please keep items small - travel or sample sizes are recommended. We can only send non-perishable food items and nothing that will melt. Please do not feel limited to the
items listed here. Anyone who wishes may give me money and I will purchase additional items to fill the box. If
you wish to contribute items but are unable to attend the monthly meetings please contact me and I will make arrangements to get the items from you.
Thank you for your generosity.
Ruth DuBois
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On Saturday, September 19, the Northern Neck Region held their 16th annual car show at the Richmond County
Fairgrounds in Warsaw VA. The show was a huge success and was attended by members of our club several of
whom won awards. They included: Paul Stosch who won best of show for his 1963 Impala, Lauman and Frances
Schooler, 1st place for their 1973 Ford LTD Brougham, Lin and Debbie Bourne 1st place for their 1937 Ford Pickup,
Sal Fanelli 1st place for his US Army Jeep, Linnie Coppage 2nd place for his 1972 Chevy, Jerry and Frances Taylor
1st place for their 1965 Mustang and Andy Gotchel 3rd place for his 1954 MG. Over 70 cars were entered.
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Calendar of Events, 2009-10
December 6, Historic Fredericksburg Region AACA Annual Christmas Party, Fredericksburg Country Club, Fredericksburg, VA, Frances Schooler, 540-373-1955
Janury 23, AACA Bay County Region’s Winter Parts Meet, Cambridge, MD, 7AM to 1PM, Ed Nabb, 410-22285252, hhnabb@bcctv.net
February 11-13 AACA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA
March 13, Chesapeake Region’s 37th annual auto parts flea market, West Friendship, MD, Tom Young, 410-6533108
April 8-11, AACA Southeastern Spring Meet, Hornet’s Nest Region, Charlotte, NC
April 8-11, Hornet’s Nest Region, Charlotte Auto Fair, Charlotte, NC, 704-842-1990, www.charlotte-autofair.com
May 13-15, AACA Grand National Meet, First Capitol Chapter, New Bern, NC
June 5, Historic Fredericksburg Region Annual Car Meet, Fredericksburg, VA, J. Brown, 540-372-6896
June 30 - July 3, Special AACA 75th Anniversary Meet, Kyana Region, Louisville, KY

From the AACA Rummage Box
Fall 2009

A Walk in a Graveyard
By Bill Clark and Julie Guditis of the Iroquois Region AACA

In February 1852, Clement Studebaker and his brother Henry formed H. & C.
Studebaker making 1952 the centennial year. In celebration, Studebaker planned to
introduce a new car, the Centennial, built on the 1947 platform with styling departures
from the 51 Bullet Nose. In the years building up to the planned introduction of the
Centennial, Studebaker introduced a new automatic transmission, a new V8, and was
well into the design of the new Lowey Coupes, adventures that cost Studebaker a lot of
money. Additionally, the Korean War introduced new restrictions on the number of cars
that Studebaker could build and they were focused more on military trucks. Studebaker
executives probably saw the new 1953 model styling and after checking their bank account concluded that
proceeding with the Centennial was not in the company's best interest. They had built prototypes, called the Model
“N”, of a two door, four door, and a radical starlight coupe and other models, but the design was abandoned and
the prototypes were sent off to the Graveyard.
Studebaker had an 840 acre Proving Ground near South Bend where they tested new cars. The grounds are
famous for the 5,000 pine trees planted in 1937 to spell Studebaker making it the world's largest living
advertisement. The script is clearly visible today from the air and on Google Earth maps. While Ford and GM
carefully destroyed most prototypes, abandoned Studebaker designs were often shipped off to an empty spot in the
infield of the test track to rust. Although people can sneak into the Studebaker factory buildings and almost roam
at will with their cameras, the closest people can get to the old Studebaker Graveyard is the Google Maps. The test
track is owned today by Bosch and is used to test brakes. The compound is highly secured with fencing and barbed
wire. People just don't go there. Special Interest Autos did a piece on the Graveyard in its July/August 1971 issue
which includes pictures of some of the cars before they deteriorated.
Continued next page
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Walk in a graveyard continued

In May 1980, a group from the Studebaker Drivers Club retrieved a 1947 Woody Station Wagon from the
Graveyard. It was stored for 14 years by Corkins Restoration (Max Corkins is a former Studebaker Drivers Club
President) and then donated to the Studebaker Museum where it is now being restored. At the time of the retrieval of the
Woody, it was reported that the next best car in the Graveyard was the Sand Car, a 1951 Studebaker with flared front and
rear fenders. In May 2009, a Studebaker Zone Meet was held in South Bend where Studebaker collectors from far and
wide made a pilgrimage to the flea market, car show, museum and had a chance for one last look at the remaining
Studebaker buildings before they tear the last of them down in the next few months. One of the weekend attractions was a
drive around the old Studebaker Test Track. At the end of the drive, while pictures were being taken, our local Studebaker
leader, Jim Guditis, inquired about the Graveyard. One of the organizers quietly told Jim that a small group of guys were
going in the next day to retrieve the Sand Car. Jim asked, “What are the chances of me going in with you guys
tomorrow?” After Jim mentioned that he had collected Studebakers for 40 years and had traveled from Binghamton, New
York, to attend the Meet the guys realized Jim was as passionate about Studebakers as they were. When those magical
words were whispered in his ear, “Be here at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning”, he knew he would be part of a once in a
lifetime opportunity.
Jim called me Sunday night, all excited about his plans for
Monday. Monday came and twelve of them met and followed
the path from the test track to the now grown up woods.
Although it looked like a restorable car 40 years ago, the Sand
Car was now becoming one with the dirt and when they tried to
lift the car it fell apart. The only part that was salvageable was
the fenders. They were retrieved and the team spent the rest of
the day exploring, saving what they could, and confirming to
themselves for one last time that there was nothing left in the
Studebaker Graveyard. The rule "If it casts a shadow, it’s
restorable" is certainly still true, but most of the cars left there
would not cast a shadow. Either they were one with the earth or
so full of holes there was no shadow. The Monday after the big
South Bend Zone Meet, we met at Jim's for our monthly
Studebaker gathering. He had a set of rear fenders and a trunk
lid set up in his garage and the riddle for the night was "What
are these from”? Of course no one knew, but we soon learned
they were from one of the Centennial Model “N” bodies left to
rot in the woods sixty years earlier.

Jim retrieves a prototype door handle.
Photo by Julie Guditis

AACA’s The Rummage Box is now edited by our own Mr. Wayne Burgess. It is published on line by AACA and
local newsletter editors are permitted to use copy from it in the regional newsletter.
The Fall 2009 issue also includes an article that was printed in the September issue of The Magneto. That article
featured club member Powell Sale and was a story about an Eschelman tractor that’s been in his family for over
50 years.
See The Rummage Box on line at www.aaca.org.
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That Was Then! How About Now?

This little girl’s daddy always wanted to take pictures of his car with her in front of it. The
trouble was she always had the sun in her eyes, and she couldn’t keep them open. In the picture on
the left you can see some skinned knees. She must have been a real tomboy.
Can you identify the car or the little girl? See next issue for a picture of this girl NOW.
If you have pictures to share for a “Then and Now” in a future issue of the Magneto, please
contact the editor.

FOR SALE
1987 Chevy Short Bed Siverado. 5.0 engine, clean in and out,
good paint, new AC, AT, PS, PB, new tires.
Twin pipes, custom upholstered cab. 2 gas tanks-new pumps
and switches. Hitch and cab visor.
Call Stuart Kendall

540-785-8634
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Classified ads
ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter
copies are circulated each month. What better way to reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch, A typical business card is
$16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page, $80.00 half page, and a full page
is $160.00 per year. This is a fraction of the price charged by other
AACA newsletters. All types of ads accepted. Contact the Magneto
editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA members are entitled to four months of free advertising for anything auto related.

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402

THE MAGNETO

The Magneto

