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The club had a strong
turnout at The Taste
of the Mountains Festival in Madison.
See page 9

I’ve alluded to this topic in several of my past columns and felt that it deserves
even more attention. For most of us including myself, we join car clubs like the
HFR AACA so we have a place to enjoy the hobby, go to interesting events, and
meet new people with similar interests. But there is something else we can get
from our membership: an opportunity to give something back to the public.
We preserve the automotive heritage of our society and have the ability to share it
with the public. Automobiles make up a large part of the American culture and
the personal histories of many of our fellow citizens. By bringing these cars out,
we bring back a little piece of their past. I really enjoy all the stories that I hear
from people who have owned cars similar to mine. For younger people who may
have never seen these cars, we give them a window into the past. We might even
inspire a few and get them interested in our hobby.
By driving our cars out on the public roadways and bringing them out to different
locations, we can add a depth to the presentation of these pieces of history that a
museum can’t match. The unique roar of the engines and exhaust; the smells of
pre-catalytic converter exhausts; are all things that can’t be replicated in a static
display.
Throughout the year, we are approached with multiple opportunities to provide
service to the community with our antique automobiles. Some support educational
and cultural events for students at schools, provide special events for people in
assisted living communities, or provide support to community festivals. Many of
the events we support bring new visitors into our communities. Strong participation in these events improves our image and can help us to attract new members.
Please make an effort to support these types of events and give something back to
our community. Some of the events can be as enjoyable as some of the best car
shows (and you are occasionally rewarded with some complimentary food or other
nice perk). The next time one of these events comes up, just don’t think about
what is in it for you, but consider the good you could be doing for the community
and the image of our club and hobby.
Andy Gotchel
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Happy Birthday!!!
The following members are celebrating
their “special day” in September:
Dee Javaras
3rd
Judi Hardin
6th
Bill Venable
9th
Susan Fanelli
9th
Nancy Makin
15th
Ann Taylor
16th
Kaye Loucks
20th
Don Mohr
24th
The following members will celebrate their special
day in October:
Joe Beazley
3rd
Jack Rowley
4th
Linnie Coppage
5th
Nelda Mohr
10th
Dorsey Russell
22nd
Lauman Schooler
24th
Dan Liebenow
25th
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Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc. AACA are held at 7:30 PM on the third
Tuesday of each month except December at the Dorothy Hart
Community Center, 408 Canal Street in Fredericksburg. All
members will be notified of any changes.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 20th,
2009. Hope to see you there.

Return of the Car Display at
Park and Shop/Eagle Village
September 26th
10 AM t0 3 PM
Contact Andy Gotchel for details.
540-775-4177

Web Site
Andy Gotchel, webmaster, continues to update the information on the club website. The annual show flyer and past
issues of newsletters are online. This website will also be
kept up to date with the latest club news and events. Put
this website in your bookmarks and check it frequently to
stay informed on what's happening with the club.
http://local.aaca.org/hfrva/

Submissions To the Magneto
We strongly encourage submissions by club members
to the Magneto Newsletter. The newsletter goes to the
printers on the Friday before the meeting that the newsletter is distributed. We prefer submissions for an upcoming
issue to be submitted one week before the next scheduled
meeting or earlier. Send your submissions or contact, Doug
Makin, the Magneto editor at: 540-373-2617 dougmakin@msn.com

Sunshine Report

Membership
We are always looking for new members, so if you know
anyone who may want to join please invite them to a meeting.
Lauman Schooler, Membership Chairman

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert for an up
coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots on the sign-up sheet at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members for providing refreshments.

If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please call
me at 540-373-2771. If I’m not
home, just leave a message.
September
A get well card was sent to Jason Javaras.
He had back surgery.
October
Jane Shelton
Sunshine Chairman November

Beverages

Cookies, Cakes, etc

Wally Hunt

Barbara Kendall

Rena Rees

Connie Brown

Hank & Marjorie
Mausolf

Suzanne Schooler
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HISTORIC FREDERICKSBURG REGION, AACA
August Monthly Meeting Minutes
August 18, 2009
The president called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. The roll was called. Twenty-four members
and two guests (former member John Bullock and Harold Cutwright) were present.
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the July minutes.
Wayne DuBois presented the treasurer’s report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay bills from Copy
Center Plus (July and August printing of newsletter), AACA (J.C. Taylor officer insurance coverage), and Connie
Brown (July newsletter postage).
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Membership: No report.
Cards & Flowers: Cards were sent to John and Elizabeth Garnett upon the passing of John’s mother. A card was
sent to Jason Javaras, who had back surgery.
Legislative: No report.
Magneto: No report.
Website: Andy Gotchel reported that he and Doug Makin will be attempting to have the newsletter up on the website prior to each month’s meeting.
Social: Frances Schooler reminded members of the Saturday, 9/5/09, event in Madison – Taste of the Mountains.
Participants will meet at the Tractor Supply parking lot on Route 3 at 7 a.m. to caravan to the event. Please check
the newsletter listing of upcoming events, including the Saturday, 9/12/09, Prince William Forest Park Heritage
Festival (1959 cars and older) and the Saturday, 9/26/09, Eagle Village (Park ‘n Shop) display from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
2010 Car Meet: J. Gordon Brown reported that membership information will be sent to local participants in the
2009 meet who are not members, encouraging them to join. The 2010 meet is on the schedule for June 5, 2010; and
plans are already being put into place. More detailed planning will begin after the first of the year 2010.
Old Business: Andy Gotchel asked that all members read over the Policies and Procedures Manual and let him
know of any changes you feel should be made. Also, please read Andy’s comments in the Magneto regarding future
newsletters. Be considering whether or not you would agree to receive your newsletter on-line or if you would prefer
to continue receiving it through the mail. The event at Greenfields Assisted Living on 9/15/09 has been extended
until 5 p.m.
New Business: No new business.
50-50 Raffle: Andy Gotchel won the 50-50 raffle.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. Ben Schooler closed in prayer. Refreshments were served.
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Calendar of Events, 2009
September 17-18, Topeka Region, AACA Grand National Meet, Topeka Kan, 785-379-5011
September 19, Bull Run Region, Manassas, VA, 34th Edgar Rohr Memorial car meet, Richard, 703-590-4512,
bullrunaaca@hotmail.com, aaca.org/bullrun
September 19, Northern Neck Region, Warsaw, VA, 16th Annual car show, Wayne 804-333-4402,
waynesway32@yahoo.com
September 26, Tidewater Region, Virginia Beach, VA, 2nd Wings and Wheels show at Virginia Military Aviation
Museum, aaca.org/tidewater, TRAACA annual meet, Virginia Beach Airport
September 26, Return of the car display at Park & Shop/ Eagle Village, Fredericksburg, VA, Andy 540-775-4177
September 26, Sandhills Chapter, NC Region, Pinehurst, NC, Annual Car Show, Charlie Bronk, 910-949-2420
October 7, AACA Museum, Hershey, PA, Night at the Museum gala event, www.aacamuseum.org, 717-566-7100
October 7-10, Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey Region, Hershey, PA, 717-566-7720
October 17, Furnitureland Chapter, Spencer, NC, 25th Annual Antique Auto Show, Jack Harris, 336-887-7524
October 26-30, AACA Vintage Tour (1931 and earlier), Fuquay-Varina, NC, 919-553-2330
October 30-Nov 1, Freedom Ride ‘09—Bike and Classic Car Show, Fredericksburg Fairgrounds, VA, Big Daddy
Leather, 540-899-0048
February 2010 AACA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA
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This Eshelman Tractor Went Full Circle
From 1953 to 1961, the Cheston L. Eshelman
Company, based in Baltimore, was a maker of
small American automobiles, garden tractors,
golf carts and other small vehicles. Powell Sale
remembers the day his dad and his granddad
brought home a new 1956 Eshelman Tractor.
The machine arrived at their Argyle Heights
home loaded in the back of a Country Squire
Station Wagon. Powell still doesn’t know exactly how Dad and Granddad got it in there,
but they took the wheels off the tractor to
make it fit inside. Since the tractor is made of
solid cast iron, it was extremely heavy.
Powell’s dad, Bill Sale, used the Eshelman for garden work
and for moving loads in trailers. Powell remembers the
days when he and his brother and other neighborhood kids
went for rides on the Eshelman. A lot of good times and
memories were had.

Young Powel takes brother
David for a ride.

There was a garden in the adjacent lot, and the tractor
served to plow and mow. The mower was a reel type attachment that mounted on the front of the tractor. One snowy
day in Argyle Heights Powell used the tractor to deliver
newspapers on his paper route.

Tractors are notorious for tipping over, and, one day, when Bill was going up a hill, the tractor did just that. Bill was unhurt, but the steering wheel was broken and had to be welded
back together.

By the time Powell grew up and started a family of his
own, the Eshelman had disappeared. Some years
went by before Powell asked his dad what ever happened to that old tractor. Bill said he had sold it. Then
one day Powell came across the man who had it and
bought it back for one hundred dollars. The machine
wasn’t in good shape, but he was able to get it running again with just some minor tune up and clean
up. Powell took it home to Ferry Farms and used it
the way his father had, doing yard work, pulling trailers, and taking kids for rides. Once again many good
times were had on the tractor.

Powell with son Lowell together on
the Eshelman.
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The tractor has a pull start with a rope that wraps around a pulley. Powell says that sometimes it was hard to start, and the rope would come off the pulley and hit him in the eye after he pulled it. One day after being hit by the rope, Powell got so mad that he pushed the
tractor down a hill and into some woods. After hitting a tree, the steering column broke.
Powell asked his neighbor if he wanted a tractor. The neighbor took it home and got the
steering fixed, but after that the tractor sat for 15 years in the neighbors shed in the woods.
Powell’s son Lowell, who also has fond memories of the Eshelman, talked his dad into getting the tractor back.
Lowell Sale now has the Eshelman tractor. It has
been repainted and refurbished but is actually still
all original. The tractor is still hard to start though,
and it still has that pull rope that will hit you in the
eye. Last year Powell bought and restored a matching 1955 Eshelman car. The family took them to the
Berryville Steam and Gas Show where both were a
big hit.
Lowell, who lives in Ferry Farms, is now the keeper
of the tractor, and he, like his father and his grandfather before him, uses the tractor for some garden
work, for pulling trailers and for taking his daughters, Catherine and Emily, and the neighborhood
kids for rides. It’s just like old times. Once again
many good memories are being made.

Catherine and Emily Sale ride the
Eshelman tractor.

For generations the family had the tractor and lost it and had it and lost it. Today the
Eshelman has gone full circle and is right back home again were it started 53 years ago.

Powell, Lowell, Catherine and Emily with
the two Eshelmans at the Berryville Steam
and Gas Show in 2009.
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From the Rummage Box
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Taste of the Mountains Festival

Madison, VA, Saturday September 5th
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These pictures are from Park & Shop Shopping Center back in 2003.
Our club has rescheduled this event for the first time since then on September 26th.
Bring your car!
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Classified ads
ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter
copies are circulated each month. What better way to reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch, A typical business card is
$16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page, $80.00 half page, and a full page
is $160.00 per year. This is a fraction of the price charged by other
AACA newsletters. All types of ads accepted. Contact the Magneto
editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA members are entitled to four months of free advertising for anything auto related.

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402
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