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President’s Message
The Long Hot Summer?
We are now in the middle of summer and at the midpoint of the season for the car
hobby. When it comes to antique car events, in this part of the country there is always a little more happening in the spring and fall, with a bit of a lull during the
summer. The dead of summer with its scorching heat and humidity isn’t the best
time for a show (that is why we moved our annual show from August to early
June.)
This year we’ve been quite fortunate with the weather, which has been relatively
cool, and the rains have held off for most of our events.
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The Magneto is the official
monthly publication of the Historic Fredericksburg Region, Inc. AACA. Reproduction
by other AACA Regions is authorized provided credit is given. Opinions expressed
do not necessarily reflect those of the Fredericksburg Region or the AACA. Please
address all correspondence to the editor.

Summer time is great for cruise nights, with the weather cooling off just enough to
make it comfortable, just as long as you can avoid the late day thunderstorms that
also come with the season. Cruise nights are popping up everywhere in the Fredericksburg area on Friday and Saturday evenings each week. These are informal
shows with cars from all parts of the hobby. They take less of a time commitment
than traditional car shows, and you have an opportunity to meet different people.
Back on Saturday July 11th, we had
sort of a cruise night of our own, when
our club put on an antique car display
for the opening of the Lej Caribbean
Restaurant at Four Mile Fork in Fredericksburg. The weather was great,
and we got some overflow spectator
traffic from a cruise night next door.
(see page 7)
Hot summer days are also a good time
to go to an air conditioned car museum. Over the 4th of July weekend, I
had the opportunity to visit the Simone Foundation museum in Philadelphia, PA.
This relatively new museum is a world class collection of sports and race cars from
the early days of the automobile through much of the 20th century, with an emphasis of the golden era of sports cars from the pre-war and early post war era. It’s conveniently located near Philadelphia International Airport, and it’s a must see if
you’re up in Philadelphia.
Before you know it, the summer will have gone by and the busy fall season will be
here with big events like Hershey and what is usually the biggest club tour of the
year, the Taste of the Mountains Festival in Madison. The club is also working on
several other events for the fall, so stay tuned.
Andy Gotchel, president
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Happy Birthday!!!
The following members are celebrating
their “special day” in July:
Nick Rein
Patsy Rowley
William Jamerson
Florence Jamerson
Lin Bourne
Ronald Rees
Nora Aftel
Frances Taylor
Jerry Taylor

9th
9th
11th
15th
18th
20th
23rd
25th
30th
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Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc. AACA are held at 7:30 PM on the third
Tuesday of each month except December at the Dorothy Hart
Community Center, 408 Canal Street in Fredericksburg. All
members will be notified of any changes.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 18th,
2009. Hope to see you there.

Taste of the Mountains
Madison Virginia

Editor Taking a Vacation
The Magneto editor is going on vacation in August and
won’t be attending the meeting that month. The Magneto
will be ready ahead of time, but we will need a volunteer to
bring it to the meeting and distribute it to the members. If
you can help with this please contact Doug Makin.

Web Site
Andy Gotchel, webmaster, continues to update the information on the club website. The annual show flyer and past
issues of newsletters are online. This website will also be
kept up to date with the latest club news and events. Put
this website in your bookmarks and check it frequently to
stay informed on what's happening with the club.
http://local.aaca.org/hfrva/

The annual Taste of the Mountains Festival in Madison is
being held on September 5th. Be sure to mark this day on
your calendar and make every effort to be there. We need a
good turn out. Invite your nonmember friendas with cars to
come as well. The club has been doing this for a number of
years, and it is always a very good time. Not only are there
cars to see but there are lots of good food, crafts and other
things to do and see. Contact Frances Schooler

Membership
Welcome new member Wayne Burgess.
We are always looking for new members, so if you know
anyone who may want to join please invite them to a
meeting.

Lauman Schooler
Membership Chairman

Submissions To the Magneto
We strongly encourage submissions by club members to
the Magneto Newsletter. The newsletter is usually taken to
the printers on the Friday before the meeting that the
newsletter is distributed. We prefer submissions for an upcoming issue to be submitted one week before the Friday
printing date or earlier. Send your submissions or contact,
Doug Makin, the Magneto editor at: dougmakin@msn.com

Sunshine Report
If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please
contact me. If I’m not home, just leave a
message.
Jane Shelton
Sunshine Chairman

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert for an up
coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots on the sign-up sheet at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members for providing refreshments.

Beverages

Cookies, Cakes, etc

July

Jason Javaras

Suzanne Schooler

August

Jane Shelton

Frances Schooler

September

Wally Hunt

Barbara Kendall

October
November

Connie Brown
Hank & Marjorie
Mausolf

Suzanne Schooler
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HISTORIC FREDERICKSBURG REGION, AACA
June Monthly Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2009
The president called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. The roll was called. Twenty-seven members
were present.
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the May minutes.
Wayne DuBois presented the treasurer’s report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay bills to Copy Center Plus (printing newsletter). Some meet expenses were incurred by Connie Brown and Andy Gotchel, but those are
covered by the meet budget.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Membership: Lauman Schooler presented a new member application from Wayne Burgess. Mr. Burgess visited
with us last month. He is also a member of the Northern Neck Region. The application was approved. Lauman announced that Cap Smoot has also submitted a membership application and fee; but he was not in attendance.
Cards & Flowers: A sympathy card was sent to Wayne DuBois due to the death of his brother. A get-well card
was sent to Mary Long. She experienced a fall; but, thankfully, was well enough to be in attendance at the meeting.
Legislative: No report.
Magneto: Andy Gotchel congratulated Doug Makin on an excellent June issue of the Magneto. The coverage of the
club’s car show and the color pictures were outstanding.
Website: Andy announced that he would be putting car show pictures on the website. Wally shared that he has
show pictures on his website: wallysgarage.shutterfly.com
Social: Frances Schooler reported that 12 cars and 28 people were in attendance for the trip to Montpelier. It was
a hot but pleasant day, and the trip went very well. Lunch at the Inwood Restaurant was delicious. Frances also
announced that we have received our sponsorship and will once again be having our Christmas luncheon at the Fredericksburg Country Club.
SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, 9/5/09 – Taste of the Mountains, Madison, VA
Everyone is encouraged to participate.
2009 Car Meet: J. Gordon Brown reported that this year’s car show was an overwhelming success and exceeded
everyone’s expectations. We had 182 cars registered (pre- and late-registrations) – 176 of which were actually at the
show. It is estimated that spectators numbered 2000+. The city has already invited us back for next year. A show
date of Saturday, June 5, 2010, has been set. A follow-up meeting with city officials is planned for June 22. The
majority of downtown merchants were pleased with the day. There will be a follow-up meeting with them on June
24. Thank you letters have already gone out to city officials for their assistance. Thank you letters will also be sent
to all our sponsors. Members are encouraged to use the services of our sponsors. A list of those sponsors
appears in this month’s newsletter. Let them know that you are supporting them because they supported us! Also, special thanks to Barbara Kendall for the handmade AACA bookmarks she prepared for the

THE MAGNETO

Page 5

goodie bags. You did an excellent job, Barbara; and these are a wonderful keepsake. As further follow-up, membership information will be sent to show participants who are local but unaffiliated with the club and postcards to all
participants asking them to “save the date” for next year’s show. J. reported that he has received calls from the new
downtown hotel, the radio station (WGRQ 95.9), as well as some of the downtown merchants who are wanting to be
more on board for next year’s show and help promote our efforts. He also received a call from a representative of the
Park and Shop shopping center (Eagle Center). They are interested in resuming the display that we used to do with
them in the fall of the year. J. and Frances are going to coordinate a date. More information will come later. Andy
announced that there are still show arrival pictures available for purchase at a small fee. Wayne announced that the
preliminary numbers are showing that this year’s show was definitely a good money-maker for the club.
Old Business: The grand-opening for Les Caribbean at Four-Mile Fork (across from Bill Britt) had to be rescheduled to Saturday, June 27, from 4 to 8 p.m. They have asked club members to attend and bring their old cars. Free
food will be provided for club members who attend. A sign-up sheet was passed around.
Mr. Chuck Shotwell, who is associated with the downtown July 4 Heritage Festival, has asked interested club members to bring their antique trucks for a display on Sophia Street that day from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Connie Brown will be unable to attend the August meeting and needs someone to take the minutes for her. If you
are willing and available, please contact her.
New Business: Wally announced some upcoming shows for this weekend in Richmond, Warrenton and Sully.
50-50 Raffle: No raffle this time.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m. Ben Schooler closed in prayer. Refreshments were served.

Calendar of Events, 2009
July 31- August 1, Ontelaunee Region, Macungie, PA, 46th Das Awkscht Fescht, car show/flea market/car corral,
Shirley Schaffer, 610-262-9718
August 23, Central Mountains Region, Clearfield, PA, Antique/Custom auto show, Bill Ammerman, 814-765-3359,
wmammerman@hotmail.com
August 23, PA Oil Region, Titusville, PA, 44th antique auto show, Bill Gratkowski, 814-827-1782,
billgrains@verizon.net
August 23-28, Rocky Mountain Region, Golden, CO, AAA Glidden Tour (Pre-1943 vehicles) 303-659-9345
September 5, Madison, VA Taste of the Mountains, car show, food and crafts, Frances Schooler, 540-373-1955
September 10-13, Hornets Nest Region, Charlotte, NC, Charlotte Autofair, 704-841-1990,
www.charlotte-autofair.com
September 17-18, Topeka Region, AACA Grand National Meet, Topeka Kan, 785-379-5011
September 19, Bull Run Region, Manassas, VA, 34th Edgar Rohr Memorial car meet, Richard, 703-590-4512,
bullrunaaca@hotmail.com, aaca.org/bullrun
September 19, Northern Neck Region, Warsaw, VA, 16th Annual car show, Wayne 804-333-4402,
waynesway32@yahoo.com
September 26, Tidewater Region, Virginia Beach, VA, 2nd Wings and Wheels show at Virginia Military Aviation
Museum, aaca.org/tidewater, TRAACA annual meet, Virginia Beach Airport
October 7, AACA Museum, Hershey, PA, Night at the Museum gala event, www.aacamuseum.org, 717-566-7100
October 7-10, Eastern Fall Meet – Hershey Region, Hershey, PA, 717-566-7720
October 26-30, Vintage Tour (1931 and earlier), Fuquay-Varina, NC, 919-553-2330
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ON CAROLINE STREET, FREDERICKSBURG, VA
SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 2009
HFR AACA ANNUAL CAR SHOW
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This Town May Never Be the Same.

by Doug Makin

I think it’s safe to say that the Historic Fredericksburg Region car show this year was the best car show I’ve
ever seen. Not only was there a lot of great vehicles to see, a take apart Model T and other automotive displays but
when you were through looking at the cars there were other things to see and do in downtown Fredericksburg. One
spectator wrote in to the local newspaper and commented about what a pleasant surprise it was. She went downtown
with her family that day not knowing that some streets were closed and antique vehicles were on display, and ended
up staying a few hours longer than planned. When I asked one downtown business owner, a friend of mine, if the
show was a benefit to them, he said yes and quoted a large sum of extra business they did that day.
Many thanks go to J Brown and the meet committee as well as the Fredericksburg Police Department, Fire
Department, Public Works and all the downtown merchants.
One participant made the comment “This town may never be the same.” The point being that the City of
Fredericksburg actually agreed to close three blocks of Caroline Street and two of Hanover Street for our car show.
Not that the car show made the difference, but just the fact that the city did something they rarely do. At first city
officials didn’t want to close the streets, but J Brown just kept pushing the idea and they finally agreed. And no
doubt are glad they did. Now everyone will want it done for their event.
There also has been a lot said recently about closing Caroline Street permanently the same way that the City
of Charlottesville has permanently closed their main street in old town. That could make it a very attractive place for
holding many activities. Maybe even the next Travis Tritt concert. The precedent has been set, and thanks to our
club it seems Fredericksburg may never be the same.

Cruise In at Lej Caribbean Restaurant
Saturday, July 11th
About 15 of our members brought their cars out on a beautiful Saturday afternoon for a cruise in. They were served
a free meal of unique Caribbean cuisine which included such delicacies as ox tail and goat in heavy sauces and
spices. There was another group having a cruise in at the restaurant next door, so spectators were able to go back
and forth between the two.
Thanks to the folks at Lej Caribbean and to Andy Gotchel for organizing this good time
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THANKS TO

“OUR SUPPORTERS”
52nd ANNUAL MEET
HUSTORIC FREDERICKSBURG
REGION AACA
JUNE 6, 2009
Al's Garage & Auto Body

JMW Settlements, Inc.

Lane Auto Parts

Morton's Power Equipment

Morton's BMW

The Jewel Box

Pulliam's Auto Center

Chuck's Frame & Body

Precision Fiberglass & Body Repair LLC

Sal & Susan Fanelli

Graves Auto Service

Robert B. Payne, Inc.

Refinish Solutions (Aquia Auto Parts, Inc.)

Dan Wallace Enterprises (Arby's)

Shorty's Garage

A-1 Speed & Custom

Gautier's Auto Body & Glass, Inc.

General Store Restaurant

Crown Jewelers

Bumper to Bumper US Auto Plus

Milstead & Milstead Plumbing, Inc.

Dutch's Mart - King George

Union Bank & Trust - King George

Robert Aftel

B & M and King George Auto Parts, Inc.

King George Termite & Pest, Inc.

Andy Gotchel

Olde Town Paint & Glass Co.

Jane R. Shelton

Purvis Ford

Safford Dodge - David Blum

Ronald & Rena Rees

Lin Bourne - Appraiser

Merryman's Service Center

Garnett Refrigeration

All Foreign Used Auto Parts

Covenant Funeral Service

Dillard Alarm Company

Louise Vincent

Jason & Dee Javaras

Lancaster's Barber Shop

Burton's Automotive, Inc.
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Classified ads
ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter
copies are circulated each month. What better way to reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch, A typical business card is
$16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page, $80.00 half page, and a full page
is $160.00 per year. This is a fraction of the price charged by other
AACA newsletters. All types of ads accepted. Contact the Magneto
editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA members are entitled to four months of free advertising for anything auto related.

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402
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