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President’s Message
The Car Hobby in the Off-Season
It’s the middle of February, and as the car hobby goes, this must
be the off-season. But is there really an off-season? Yes, there are
few if any car shows or tours in our part of the country, but there
are still things related to the hobby to keep us busy.
Some people put their antique cars up for the winter. I feel that
we live in a mild enough region where it is possible to keep your
old cars running throughout this season. Even in the dead of
winter, many days get to at least the mid-40s, and, as long as the
roads are clear of salt, there is an opportunity for a nice drive. If
you’re off the roads but still in the garage, this can be a good time
to get caught up on car maintenance, repairs, and restoration
projects
Even if you put your cars up and away, there is still a lot to do.
This can be an opportunity to get out and see that car museum
you’ve always wanted to visit. The AACA Museum in Hershey, PA
is must visit for any AACA member. Admission is now free for
those with a valid AACA membership card. See the museum’s
website www.aacamuseum.org for more information and a
preview of their rotating exhibits. Our club has a museum outing
of our own planned to the Marine Corps Museum in Quantico this
March. See the announcement in this edition of the newsletter for
more information and sign up.
The off-season also provides an opportunity for us to plan and
prepare for all the activities in the year to come. We have a lot of
work to do and can use all the help and ideas that we can get from
the club membership. This is especially true in preparing for our
annual show this June. It will take extra work this year because
we are holding it for the first time in the center of downtown
Fredericksburg on Caroline Street. Please get with the Show
Committee Chairman, J. Brown to volunteer for a position to
support the event.
When you’re reading this column at the February Membership
meeting, I will have just returned from the AACA National
meeting in Philadelphia. I hope to share what I learned in next
month’s newsletter.
Andy Gotchel
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Club News
Happy Birthday!!!
The following members will celebrate their
“special day” in February:

Tommy Gatewood
Charlie Sale
Clarissa Dudley
Suzanne Schooler
Connie Brown
Jim O’Neale
Marjorie Mausolf

10
13
22
22
23
27
28

Monthly Meetings
Monthly meetings of the Historic
Fredericksburg Region, Inc. AACA are held at
7:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month
except December at the Dorothy Hart Community
Center, 408 Canal Street in Fredericksburg. All
members will be notified of any changes.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
March 17th, 2008. Hope to see you there.

Marine Corps Museum
Tour
See Page 4

Submissions To the Magneto
We strongly encourage submissions by club members to
the Magneto Newsletter. The newsletter is usually taken to
the printers on the Friday before the meeting that the
newsletter is distributed. We prefer submissions for an upcoming issue to be submitted one week before the Friday
printing date or earlier. Send your submissions or contact,
Doug Makin, the Magneto editor at:
540-373-2617/dougmakin@msn.com

Web Site
Andy Gotchel, webmaster, continues to update the information on the club website. The annual show flyer and

past issues of newsletters are now all online. This
website will also be kept up to date with the latest
club news and events. Put this website in your bookmarks and check it frequently to stay informed on
what's happening with the club.
http://local.aaca.org/hfrva/

Sunshine Report
If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please call me
at 540-373-2771. If I’m not home,
just leave a message.
A wishing you well card was sent to
Susan Tyler. She had a fall.
A thinking of you card was sent to Louise
Vincent.
To all members, happy Valentines Day. Please
remember I need club members to let me know when
a card needs to be sent to someone.

Jane Shelton
Sunshine Chairman

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert
for an up coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign
up for one of the open spots on the sign-up sheet
at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members
for providing refreshments.

Beverages

Cookies, Cakes, etc

February

Connie Brown

Sal and Sue Fanelli

March

Ruth Dubois

Ron and Rena Rees

April

Herb and Mary Long

May
June
July

Jason Javaras

August

Jane Shelton

Frances Schooler

September

Wally Hunt

Barbara Kendall

Hank & Marjorie

Suzanne Schooler

October
November
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Club Tour to Quantico
On Saturday, March 14, 2009 a tour is planned for the National Museum of the Marine
Corps located in Quantico. Please plan to join us to go as a group. We will meet at the old
bank parking lot in Falmouth (US 1 and Butler Rd,) at 9 AM. The tour takes two and one
half to 3 hours depending on how much time you spend in each area. There is no cost for
parking for the tour. Food is available at several locations in the museum; Mess Hall and
Tun Tavern, the cost would be a little under $10.00 per person, and there are snacks available also. Mark your calendar today and come out for a good time. The museum is wonderful……..Call Frances Schooler to sign up 540-373-1955.
Inoperable Vehicle Bill HB 2570

submitted by Wally Hunt

Car hobbyists went to the general assembly three times to get an inoperable vehicle bill enacted. This law allows us to keep
a couple of parts or project cars in our own yard as long as they can not be seen from the street.
HB 2570 would change this law from two to only one vehicle in Newport News. If you don’t live in Newport News why
should you care about this? Because today it’s Newport News, next session another city and sooner or later where you live
your rights will be taken away. It took three long years and a lot of effort to get this bill passed. We don’t want our rights
eroded.
Because of falling housing prices and the poor economy we are all living in over-assessed, over taxed homes. Do we really
want the government to take away our right to keep our own property on our own over-assessed, over-taxed property?
Is this another misguided attempt to get rid of “blight”? If the law requires vehicles stored by car hobbyists to be “out of
view” then how can this be blight?
The bill is still in the Counties, Cities and towns committee which means we can do something about this. You may contact
your representative and senator and ask them to vote against this. The best thing to do is contact the members of the subcommittee that is considering this bill and ask them to protect your rights by voting against HB 2570 – be sure to include
the bill number. Be polite as always and explain the need in our hobby for donor cars when new body parts etc. are not available. It may not hurt to reiterate that this is a personal property rights issue as well, and the vehicles are to be stored out of
view.
an original email from Fred Fann
Car Club Council of Central Virginia

2009 Calendar of Events
Feb 26-Mar 1 – Atlantic City, N.J. Indoor car corral, swap meet, and auction. Atlantic City
Convention Center. www.acclassiccars.com. (800) 227-3868.
Mar. 14 – West Friendship, MD. 36th Annual Antique Auto Parts Flea Market. Howard
County, MD. Fairgrounds. www.aaca.org/chesapeake/ShowFlyers.htm Tom Young (410)
653-3108
Mar. 27-28 – Sugarloaf Mtn. Region’s 37th Indoor Parts Meet. Frederick Fairgrounds. Local.aaca.org/chesapeake/SMRFlyer07.pdf Robt. Clubb (301) 831-0300
Apr. 2-5, 2009 – Spring Autofair/Southeastern National Spring AACA Meet. Charlotte, N.C.
jayanndmunds@aol.com or www.aaca.org Dick Sherman (843) 686-5640
Apr 22-26 – Spring Carlisle and Collector Car Auction. www.carsatcarlisle.com
May 16, 2009 – 56th Annual Old Dominion Meet. Woodbridge, VA. Contact Patricia
Paquette, (703) 670-5051.
May 28-30 – AACA Eastern Spring Meet. Gettysburg, PA.
June 5-7 – All Ford Nationals at Carlisle. info@carsatcarlisle.com (570)243-7855
June 6, 2009 – 52nd Annual Historic Fredericksburg Antique Automobile Meet. Fredericksburg, VA.
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Historic Fredericksburg Region, AACA
January Monthly Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2009
The president called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. There were 23 members and one guest (Cap
Smoot) in attendance. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the November and December 2008
minutes as written.
Wayne DuBois presented the Treasurer's report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay the bills as presented.

Committee Reports:
2009 Car Meet: Andy Gotchel announced that the meet flyer is being updated and will be available by the AACA
Annual Meeting in Philadelphia PA, Feb 12-14. The biggest change is a new map designating entry to the show field
and registration area. Andy stated that the feasibility and availability of the take-a-part Model T is still being considered. He announced that our show is a premier event for our club and we need everyone's participation including a
willingness to judge. Andy also announced that we will have a shop keepers flyer this year to keep the area business
owners informed of our event. Andy stated that the next Meet Committee/Executive Board meeting will be February
5, 2009 at 7:00 at J. Brown's house.
Cards & Flowers: Jane Shelton reported that she had sent Suzanne Schooler a card due to her recent eye surgery.
Social: Frances Schooler announced that our Christmas banquet was a huge success and that the songs by the
Aftels added to the festivities. She stated that we provided 465 lbs of nonperishable food as a donation to the Food
Bank.
Membership: Lauman Schooler announced the Feb 1st deadline for our club membership dues so that we can provide the reports to National on time. He welcomed our guest, Cap Smoot and provided him with a free National
membership application. Lauman stated that the ODMA meet would be held in Woodbridge on May 16th and is
sponsored by the Bull Run Region. He encouraged participation from our club members. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay the $25.00 dues to the ODMA. Lauman also announced that we needed to provide the
ODMA with the names of 6 judges (3 active and 3 alternates).
Legislative: Don Mohr announced a Scrapage Plan for vehicles 13 yrs old and older. He will follow-up on this legislation. Don also shared a compliment that he had received concerning the hard work that Frances provides as she
plans activities throughout the year to publicize our club in the area.
Magneto: Doug Makin thanked all contributors to the Magneto and encouraged everyone to keep it up. Wayne DuBois added that it is time for the businesses with ads in the Magneto to pay for the new year in order to be included in
future publications.
Website: Andy Gotchel announced that he will keep the club website up to date. He would eventually like to add
our newsletter to the site.

Old Business: Wayne DuBois reminded everyone that the information regarding club clothing was included in the
January Magneto. He is currently taking orders with payment in advance.
New Business: Andy Gotchel announced that he would attend the AACA Annual Meeting in Philadelphia and represent the club. A motion was made, seconded and passed to provide Andy with funds toward his expenses. Andy
stated that there is a St Patrick's Day parade on March 14th. Open cars for dignitaries are preferred. Don Mohr and
Ken Loucks agreed to audit the club books for the prior year.
Don Mohr won the 50-50 raffle and graciously donated the money back to the club.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:20 p.m. Lauman Schooler closed in prayer and refreshments were
served.
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Lauman and Frances Schooler
Lauman and Frances became members of the club after attending one of the Christmas parties They have been members for thirty years, and their service to the club over the
years has been greatly appreciated. Presently, Lauman serves as membership chairman, and
Frances is the Social chairwoman. Though they’ve held those positions for several years, they
both say they would like to see someone else get the chance to serve.
Lauman and Frances have two daughters, Lauren and Lynne. Lauren lives in Richmond and manages the setup of displays at Eukrop’s. Lynne is a legal aid in Fredericksburg.
Lauren has two children.
The Schoolers have been involved with the car hobby for as long as they can remember. When Lauman was 5 years old and out with his father, they would play a game by naming the make and model of every car they passed. When Lauman was old enough to drive, his
first vehicle was a 1931 Model A Coupe. He wanted to buy a 1948 Ford V8, but his father
wouldn’t sign for it, and he ended up with a ‘48 Plymouth and later a ‘48 Chrysler.
Lauman spent 4 years in the Air Force. During that time he bought a 1951 Mercury.
He drove that car to Houston, Texas, where it
broke down. He had only 2 weeks to get back, so,
in Texas he traded the ‘51 for a ‘54 Mercury which
he had for four years. After the Air Force,
Lauman came home, met Frances, got married,
and he and Frances have had Fords ever since.

1954 Mercury Monterey

1963 Ford Galaxie XL Fastback

Lauman pre-registered and entered his
first National AACA show in 1985 in Winchester.
His 1954 Mercury won a 3rd place even before
restoration, and he was hooked. Since then he has
seen the restored Mercury become a National
Senior winner with twelve preservations.

1973 LTD Brougham 2 dr HT

He also restored his 1963 Galaxie XL Fastback, and it has become a Grand National first
place winner with fifteen preservations. His 1973 Ford LTD Brougham 2 door hardtop is also
a national senior winner.
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1961 Thunderbird Convertible

1965 Mustang Convertible

Lauman’s 1961 thunderbird convertible is a certified HPOF winner.
Then there is the 1965 Mustang Convertible. Lauman has owned it for thirty-six years, and
finally completed the restoration in 2007 after three years of work.
Lauman also entered the National Judges Program in the late eighty’s. He set a goal for himself of having seventy-five judging credits by the time he was seventy-five years of age.. At
Hershey this past year (2008) he gained seventy-six credits and was seventy-six years old two
weeks later.
Lauman and Frances have thoroughly enjoyed the trips to national shows. At the
shows they have made many friends that they only see once a year and spend the time catching up. They also enjoy the activities of our local region and the friends they have made here.
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The following article is taken from Old Cars Magazine, V29, #52, Dec. 28, 2000

Selling Studebaker’s “New Dimension in Motoring”

By Robert C. Ackerson
In 1959, after years of losing money trying to compete with Ford, Chevrolet and Plymouth in the fullsized/low-priced field, Studebaker made an abrupt turnaround with its compact Lark. In a sense, it was an example of looking backward to seek salvation in the future. Twenty years earlier, in 1939, Studebaker had introduced the Champion, which subsequently reaped handsome profits for the corporation.
Motivated by a sense of impending doom if the status quo was not shattered by dramatic changes in direction, Studebaker started development of the Lark in 1956. Many costly plans to improve the company’s performance had been proposed, but against a rising tide of financial losses and declining sales their prospects became increasingly bleak.
Besides being based on a sound marketing strategy, the Lark made extensive use of existing parts and
machinery. This gave Studebaker a relatively inexpensive way to return to solid financial ground.
Studebaker dealerships still commanded considerable loyalty in numerous small to medium communities. Many had been selling Studebakers for decades and they eagerly embraced the opportunity to market an
attractive new automobile.
Studebaker went all-out to motivate and energize its dealers. The automakers General Sales Manager
Sydney A. Skillman told dealers, “This year you are selling ‘The New Dimension in Motoring.’ It’s a brand new
concept in automobiles that bridges the gap between the too-small foreign imports and the too-big Detroiters.
“We are all fortunate,” he added, “to be associated with an independent company, uninhibited by orthodox Detroit thinking, flexible in operation and centralized in management. Because only such a com-pany can
turn around fast enough to cre-ate and pro-duce the kind of fresh ‘in-between’ car the public has been looking
for in recent years. And we have created it-we are producing it. It’s called The Lark by Studebaker … out of
South Bend by Studebaker. And it’s a honey.”
Studebaker offered the Lark in two series: Lark VI and Lark VIII. Except for the two-door sedan (which
was available only with the six-cylinder engine) both versions were produced as four-door, two-door hardtop and
two-door station wagon models. Customers could choose from two trim levels, DeLuxe and Regal. Regals had
chrome moldings for their grille and headlights, pleated upholstery and a combination cloth and vinyl door trim.
Deluxe models had all-vinyl inner door panels and smooth surface seat fabric. Optional for the DeLuxe and
standard Regal equipment was a two-tone “safety-cone” steering wheel, padded dash and a resilient knee pad.
The sedans and hardtops had a 108.5 inch wheelbase, the wagon used a 113-inch wheelbase. As compared to similar Studebaker models of 1958, the new Larks were approximately two feet shorter in overall
length. Weight reduction, since most mechanical components were unchanged from 1958, averaged just over 200
pounds. With their refreshingly straightforward styling, trim lines and limited
front/rear overhang, the Larks were attractive automobiles priced from $1,925 for the
DeLuxe two-door sedan to @2,455 for the V-8
equipped Regal station wagon.
The Lark VI used a 169.6 cubic inch
version of Studebaker’s long-lived L-head six
cylinder engine. Although based on a prewar
design, this engine had its share of advocates. In its road test of the 1959 Lark Road
and Track (March 1959) noted that this engine’s predecessor had a “good reputation.”
For its part Studebaker asserted that “the
proven Studebaker L-head design of the engine means extra low maintenance costs over
the long life of this rugged power plant.”
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In its updated form, the Studebaker engine was provided with a new, more rigid crankshaft wit larger-diameter bearings, and a revamped combustion chamber that increased the compression ratio from 7.5:1 to
8.3:1. A new design single-barrel carburetor was also used. These developments resulted in an output of 90
horsepower @ 4000 rpm and 145 pound-feet of torque @ 2000 rpm.

The Lark’s 259.2 cid V-8 engine developed 180 horsepower @ 4500 rpm and 260 pound-feet of torque @
3000 rpm with its standard two-barrel carburetor. An optional four-barrel carburetor increased these ratings to
195 horsepower @4500 rpm and 265 pound-feet of torque @ 3000 rpm.
With minor changes, the variable rate front coil and asymmetrically mounted rear leaf springs used in
1958 were continued for the Lark. Newly designed shock absorbers were used at the front. V-8 models were
equipped with a new link-type front stabilizer bar.
Initially, seven exterior colors were offered: Velvet Black, White Sand, Alaskan Blue, Hawaiian Green,
Tahiti Coral, Silverstone Gray and Campfire Red. For the spring selling season four additional colors debuted:
Cameo Beige, Seamist Green, Bahama Blue and Bamboo Yellow.
With model year sales of just over 131,000, the ’59 Lark provided Studebaker with a profit of $28.5 million. Clearly, Studebaker dealers had responded to Sydney Skillman’s clarion call to “Sell imaginatively, sell
fervently, with all the enthusiasm the new Studebakers have sparked.” But the stage was set for the entry of
hordes of Corvairs, Falcons and Valiants into direct competition with Studebaker’s Lark. From that point on,
Studebaker’s fate was sealed. In spite of the best efforts of some remarkable executives, engineers and designers, as well as a series of spectacular performance achievements, Studebaker was headed on a downward spiral.
Over 40 years have passed since the “New Dimension in Motoring” debuted. Today it is best seen as a
glorious, but futile, attempt by Studebaker to measure up in an industry in which corporate size and resources
were increasingly crucial for survival.
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It’s time to order great new HFR Club Jackets, Tee
Shirts, Sweatshirts and Hats—contact Wayne to order.
Haynes Beefy-T Tee-shirts in grey just like our present shirts with AACA logo on front and
HFR logo in two colors on back - silk screened. Size S to XL $10.00, XXL up $12.00.
Jerzees Sweatshirts in navy blue with AACA logo on front and HFR logo in two colors on
back—silk screened. Sixe S toXL $18.00, XXL up $20.00.
Jerzees Full Zip Front Hooded Sweatshirt in navy blue with silk-screened AACA logo on
front and HFR logo in two colors on back. Sixe S to XL $26.00, XXL up $28.00.
Outer Banks Golf Shirt in white with HFR logo embroidered on front in two colors, nothing
on back. Size S to XL $16.00, XXL up $18.00.
Ultra Club Nylon Jackets in black with HFR logo embroidered in two colors on front only.
Nothing on back. These are the exact same jackets sold by National AACA. Size S to XL
$28.00, XXL up $30.00.
Hats will be same style we have at present, one size fits all with HFR logo on front. $6.50.
All orders must be paid in advance by February 28, 2009. See Wayne Dubois at meetings or
call 540-775-5757 or mail check with list of items to Wayne Dubois, PO Box 573, King
George, VA 22485.
Make checks payable to HFR-AACA.
Not your average camper.
When we saw this magnificent rig pulling into a nearby camping spot at Highmeadow Campground last October in
Hershey we just had to check it out. The owner told us that it was a prototype custom made motorhome made by the
Kingsley Motor Coach Company in Michigan. The company combined a Provost bus body with a Peterbilt tractor
frontend and then added every bell and whistle you could think of including: a kingsize bedroom, full bath with full
size bathtub, full kitchen, and six deluxe leather captains chairs up front.
The rig was originally purchased by country music star Lee Ann Ryme’s father and was now owned by a gentleman
by the name of Rick Lagerstett from Massachusetts. Rick and his buddies drove this huge rig down from Mass. just to
see the show at Hershey, and they even towed a car trailer behind in case they found a car to buy. A real nice bunch
of guys who were more than glad to show us their rig. Some toys are bigger than other toys.
Jason

Classified ads

ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly
100 Magneto newsletter copies are circulated
each month. What better way to reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive
enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are
$2.00 per square inch, A typical business
card is $16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page,
$80.00 half page, and a full page is $160.00
per year. This is a fraction of the price
charged by other AACA newsletters. All
types of ads are accepted. Contact the Magneto editor to inquire about advertising. HFR
AACA members are entitled to four months

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402
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