O
T
E
N
G
A
M
E
TH
The Magneto

August, 2008

Volume 51, Number 8

President’s Message
Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc.
Antique Automobile Club of
America
PO Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402

Inside this issue:

President’s Message

1

Officers & Committees

2

Club News & Calendar
of events

3-4

Model T Story

5

Featured Member

6-7

July Minutes

8-9

Tast of The Mountains
& Classifieds

10

Classified Ads

11

August is a hot and humid month in our area and the best we can
do is bear with it. There are almost weekly cruise-ins and an abundance
of local groups that welcome our old cars in support of their
organization’s fund raisers. If you hear of local groups that are looking
for help in raising funds for their organizations please pass the word and
we will try to support them in their efforts.
This month we have on our calendar of events our tour to Madison,
VA. The “Taste of the Mountains” Festival. This is our main fund raiser
for the club and also one of the nicest tours of the year. See the
accompanying article for details of this tour. I encourage every member
to try and support this fund raiser for our club and bring along the
family for a really nice time. For those that have not attended this tour,
the town of Madison, Va. turns the entire town into a local Fall Festival
and it is a really enjoyable place to be. Join us.
Our 51st Annual Show is behind us and we need to look forward to
our biannual election of officers in Oct.-Nov. as well as a swell year-end
Christmas Banquet in December. We are also already working on our
2009 Annual Show with meetings with the City of Fredericksburg.
Hopefully next year’s temperatures will be less than this year (100
degrees plus). The City really liked our Show this year and they are
looking forward to our return next year.
Stay as cool as possible and take comfort in the fact that we have
had rain this year in addition to the expected high temperatures which is
always better than heat with accompanying draught. If you can’t dip
your toes in the Rappannock than at least drop by Carl’s for a cold ice
cream cone. Remember, September is coming.
Jason

The Magneto is the official
monthly publication of the Historic Fredericksburg Region, Inc. AACA. Reproduction
by other AACA Regions is authorized provided credit is given. Opinions expressed
do not necessarily reflect those of the Fredericksburg Region or the AACA. Please
address all correspondence to the editor.
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Club News
Monthly Meetings

Happy Birthday!!!

The following members will be celebrating
their “special day” in August
Marlene Sale
Nancy Windingland
James Lowe
Earl Broyles
Suzan O’Neale
William Sale
Robbie Gatewood

8
8
20
23
23
26
29

Monthly meetings of the Historic
Fredericksburg Region, Inc. AACA are held at
7:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month at
the Dorothy Hart Community Center, 408 Canal
Street in Fredericksburg. All members will be
notified of any changes.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
September 16th, 2008. Hope to see you there.

Membership
If you know of someone who may be interested
in joining our club, go ahead and invite them to a
meeting.
Lauman Schooler
Membership Chairman

Taste of the Mountains Festival
Submissions To the Magneto
We strongly encourage submissions by club
members to the Magneto Newsletter. The newsletter is usually taken to the printers on the Friday before the meeting that the newsletter is distributed. We prefer submissions for an upcoming
issue to be submitted one week before the Friday
printing date or earlier. Send your submissions
or contact, Doug Makin, the Magneto editor at:
540-373-2617/dougmakin@msn.com

Sunshine Report
If any club member would like a
card sent to anyone, please call
me at 540-373-2771. If I’m not
home, just leave a message.

The Taste of the Mountains Festival in Madison, VA, will be
held from 9am—4 pm on Saturday, August 30, 2008. Club
members planning to attend, please meet at the Tractor Supply Co. Parking Lot on Rt. 3 at 7 am. We will caravan from
there. This is a fund raiser for our club we need 30 cars, so
please mark this event on your calendar and plan to attend.
There will be plenty of food available to buy, lots of crafts,
and many fun activities for all.

Sign-up for Refreshments
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert
for an up coming HFR AACA meeting, please sign
up for one of the open spots on the sign-up sheet
at our monthly meeting.
We would like to thank the following members
for providing refreshments.
Beverages

Cookies, Cakes,
etc.

Jane Shelton

Frances Schooler

Sympathy cards were sent to;
J and Connie Brown. J’s sister passed away.
Cliff and Judy Hardin. Cliff’s mother passed away.
William Gatewood and Family. Robbie Gatewood
(Bill’s wife and an active member) passed away.

Jane Shelton
Sunshine Chairman

August

September Wally Hunt
October
November

Connie Brown

Ron & Rena Rees
Suzanne Schooler
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YMCA Festival – July 19, 2008
We were given short notice to attend this fun
event at the Spotsylvania County YMCA facility
on Smith Station Road but managed to muster
five club members for the pleasant display of our
club cars. The newest YMCA facility is very impressive in its offerings to families in our area.
Among the day’s activities were a live radio broadcast from the 99.3 “Vibe” crew, free health screenings, a rock climb tower for the kids, several Fire
Department and rescue displays, a National
Guard display and many other vendors advertising their local products. We were even treated to
complimentary pizza and cold drinks from the
YMCA staff. A well attended baseball game was
also in progress all day and there was a constant
parade of cheerleaders, martial arts students and
other folks utilizing the many classes offered by the YMCA. Besides myself and Dee we were represented by
Ron and Rena Rees, Wally Hunt, Andy Gotchel, and Charles and Merrell Bareford. A local man, out for a drive
in his 1960 Plymouth convertible also joined us for a while when he noticed our display. This was a fun, if hot
event and with a little more notice maybe next year we can plan for a larger club participation. These local displays give us a lot of valuable public relations benefits. Jason

Calendar of Events
Aug. 30 – Taste of the Mountains tour to Madison, VA.
Sept. 6th – Historic VA. Peninsula Region Show. Newport News, Va. Dale Bray (757) 220-8905.
Sept. 13 – Hurkamp Park Charity Benefit Display, Fredericksburg.
Sept. 13th – 15th Annual Northern Neck AACA Auto Show. (804)-443-4478
Sept. 17-20 – AACA Southeastern Fall Meet. Cleveland, Tennessee. Hosted by the Cherokee Valley Region AACA.
Sept. 20 – Bull Run Car Show – Manassas, VA. Hosted by the Bull Run Region, AACA.
Sept. 20 – Tidewater Region’s Wings & Wheels Meet. Virginia Beach, Va. Ken Talley (757) 421-7534.
Oct. 1-5 – Fall Carlisle. Carlisle, PA. Fairgrounds. www.carsatcarlisle.com
Oct. 8-11 – Eastern Fall Meet. Hosted by Hershey, PA. Region, AACA.
Oct. 25th – Bay Country Region’s 24th Annual Fall Antique Car Show. Bill Huber (410) 476-3806.
Dec. 7— HFR AACA Christmas Banquet.
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Model T's 100th celebrated amid carmaker's struggles, Bryce G. Hoffman / The Detroit News
RICHMOND, Ind. -- Ford Model T owners from around the globe are converging on this quiet farm town to celebrate the centennial
of the automobile that put the world on wheels. The Model T also made Michigan the heart of the global automobile industry and
made Ford Motor Co. an American icon. But those were happier days for the state and for the company. In Dearborn, hundreds of
white-collar workers are making a last, painful exit from their offices -- escorted by security as the company moves to cut another
15 percent off its salaried payroll. Thousands of blue-collar workers are weighing the latest buyout offers as production slows at
their factories. And the automaker is preparing Thursday to announce details of still more restructuring activities as it continues to
lose ground to foreign car companies. But here in the cornfields of eastern Indiana, members of the Ford family and company executives have joined thousands of Ford enthusiasts to remember a better time and a stronger Ford. They have watched as hundreds of Tin Lizzies from 45 states and eight countries roll in for what promises to be the largest gathering of Flivvers in one place
since the Highland Park factory closed in 1927. They are hoping to harness some of the passion these antique autos still inspire
and make these hobbyists ambassadors for the Ford brand as it faces the toughest fight of its 105-year history.
The Ford legacy: Edsel Ford II, the great-grandson of Henry Ford and a member of the company's board of directors, opened
the event with an emotional speech. "I'm thrilled to be with the keepers of my great-grandfather's legacy," he said. "You are the
guardians of the spirit that got the whole thing going ... Thank you for reminding us where we come from and who we are. Thank
you for carrying the Ford banner. Thank you for displaying proudly the Ford script and the Blue Oval," Edsel Ford said to roaring
applause.
Few were cheering louder than Jay Klehfoth, CEO of the Model T Ford Club of America, the group that organized the celebration.
"This is the car that changed the world," he said. "Henry Ford built a car that he was able to make affordable to the masses. He
made it cheaper to own a Model T than to own a horse and he made us a mobile society." The Model T also spawned the moving
assembly line, the 40-hour workweek and the middle class. Over 15 million Model Ts were produced between 1908 and 1927. A
quarter million of them are still on the road. The first production models did not roll out of the Piquette factory in Detroit until October of 1908, but there already were prototypes sputtering around Detroit 100 years ago. Klehfoth's organization held the centennial
celebration in rural Indiana because of its central location and because its quiet two-lane roads are reminiscent of those Model T's
wore out there first treads on. This is also home to Klehfoth's Model T museum. The first one he bought -- at age 13 -- is here on
display, along with other earlier and later models.
Richmond or bust: Ed Archer drove his yellow 1915 Model T racer all the way from Hayward, Calif. It took him just under a
week. "It was built for racing. It could do 70 comfortably," he said. "But it's hard having no top. The sun gets hot." Not to worry
though; Archer was decked out like a dirt-track daredevil of the Roaring '20s, complete with goggles, leather flight cap and a carefully oiled mustache.
Peter Kable brought his all the way from Australia. He put it on a ship in May and met it at the port of Long Beach in California at
the beginning of June. He and his wife, Sally, hit the road on June 7 and arrived in Richmond on July 18. They said the joy of the
trip was not just in the driving, but the reaction their vintage Ford evoked in the people they passed by. "It gives a hell of a lot of
pleasure to people -- especially elderly people," she said. "The trip down memory lane is fabulous for them."
That pleasure is evident for the thousands attending this week's event, which was expected to draw nearly 900 Ts.
"Henry Ford once said, 'History is more or less bunk.' But the history of this vehicle and the history of this great American is none
of that," said Congressman Mike Pence, R-Ind., who helped open the festivities Monday night. "We celebrate not just a great
American technological accomplishment, but we celebrate the values, the determination, the entrepreneurial spirit that made it
possible."
On Tuesday morning, Ford Americas President Mark Fields told a smaller group of Model T enthusiasts that those same qualities
are still alive in the company."Those are the same things that are driving Ford today," he said. "You really remind us at Ford why
we're in this business."
Billy McGuire of Richmond, Va., brought a 1909 touring edition -- one of six in his collection. "I've had Model Ts since I was 10
years old," he said as he chugged along a dusty farm road outside Richmond. "I actually learned to read from the Ford Model T
repair manual." Like many of those attending the "T Party," McGuire's Ford loyalty extends to his regular ride. He recently bought a
2008 Ford F-350 Super Duty pickup. But the high school biology teacher says he would like to see more of Henry Ford's holistic
approach to sustainable manufacturing reflected in the company's contemporary products. He pointed to the plastic knobs on his
Model T's dash. He said they were made from soybeans, which Henry Ford had already identified as a cheap and renewable resource.
"That's the sort of thing they need to be doing now," he said.
But Edsel Ford, who, along with his son, Henry Ford III, drew long lines of autograph seekers Tuesday, said the company is still
true to the spirit of his illustrious ancestor. "Ford Motor Co. is only a little way along the journey," he said Monday night. "We are
still fresh to our journey. Successful companies always are, because successful companies never have journeys that are completed. But they all have beginnings. The all have starting points. And for Ford Motor Co., the starting point has rallied and gathered this evening in Richmond, Indiana."
You can reach Bryce Hoffman at (313) 222-2443 or bhoffman@detnews.com.
Submitted by Wally Hunt
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FEATURED MEMBERS
John and Harriet Castro
by John Castro

John and Harriet are born and raised New Yorkers who, following his retirement as an architect and hers as an accountant, moved to Virginia in pursuit of their grandchildren. There is no better
reason to move than to be near your grandkids, but avoiding those ridiculous New York taxes isn’t a
bad motive either.
Married 42 years, the couple have two children. Ted, a stay-at-home-work-at-home-dad, lives
near Boston with his scientist wife, Nicole, and their two girls. Daughter Nora and her husband Bob
are both engineers and antique car buffs (and also members HFR AACA members, but that is another
story). Bob and Nora happen to be raising three grandchildren for Grandpa and Grandma to enjoy
and spoil.
For Harriet and me the old car thing began about a dozen
years ago on Long Island’s North Fork, about as far east as one
can go in America. I had, for decades, dreamed of owning a Model
A Ford like the one my neighbor had when I was a kid riding the
trolly cars in Brooklyn. I never forgot the thrill of riding in an
open rumble seat listening to the sound that only a Model A can
make. My folks never owned a car so, for a city kid, a car ride was
more fun than hanging onto the back of a trolley.
Fast forward about a half century, it would be son-in-law,
Robert, who called one day and pulled the pin. He said, “located a
beautiful Model A Roadster; if you really want one, come and get
it.” Thus pressed, and a little discomfited, we drove to Fredericksburg the following weekend. We were in the old car hobby at last.
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Who would know that in just 3 years we would decide to retire to Fredericksburg of all places, and so the old
car we bought returned to where it had come from. Alas, the ever dependable roadster we drove so routinely on eastern Long Island felt overwhelmed down here. We didn’t want to believe it either, but the traffic in this part of Virginia
is worse than it ever was on eastern Long Island. So, sadly, we sold the “A.” It’s now in western Pennsylvania and is
owned by an undertaker.
Another antique car we have enjoyed is a 1960 Metropolitan. Once in the antique car hobby we felt we should get
another antique car, and, since I had picked the Model A for
the first one, Harriet should pick out the second. She decided
on a 1960 Metropolitan, the car that meant the most to her.
Harriet said she had rode in one in college that belonged to her
roommate, and it was a joy to drive.
We sold the Model A one year ago. Today we drive another car, one to duplicate the car we were driving 38 years
ago when Harriet became pregnant for the first time. It is a
1969 Mercedes 280SL. We so loved that car that it remained
our only car as our family grew by two children. Of course back
then it wasn’t an antique, just a two seater with two adults, two
kids and a dog, and it quickly became too small for our growing
family
When we sold the Model A we were able to trade it
evenly for our second Mercedes 280SL with the help of Classic
Car Center.
They say about antique cars that nostalgia rules. If
there were no nostalgia, there would be no antique car hobby.
That’s certainly been the case with us. We think we’ll keep the
one we’ve got for a while; it has good memories.
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Historic Fredericksburg Region, AACA
July Monthly Meeting Minutes
July 15, 2008

The president called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. There were 21 members and one guest (Mrs.
Hunt) in attendance. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the June 2008 minutes as
written.
Wayne DuBois presented the Treasurer’s report. A motion was made, seconded and passed to pay
the bills as presented:
Committee Reports:
Magneto: Doug Makin thanked Andy Gotchel for all the great pictures taken at this year’s meet,
some of which are highlighted in the newsletter. Doug announced there is now available a sheet outlining the size and cost of ads for the newsletter. Jason encouraged all club members to help by encouraging business owners they know to advertise in the Magneto.
Social: Frances Schooler announced that the club had short notice on a request for participation in
the Spotsylvania YMCA’s 5th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, July 19. However, if there were
club members interested in attending, she had information available. Also, members were reminded
that Taste of the Mountains is scheduled for Saturday, August 30, 2008. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the August meeting for those who plan to caravan. The caravan will leave from Tractor Supply on Route 3 at 7 a.m. that morning. Members are encouraged to take part, as this is a fundraiser for the club. Madison County pays the club $300 for their participation. It would be
great to have good representation.
Jason brought up the idea of using the Beehive / Powhatan Street Pizza Hut as an alternate meeting
place each month for the club and also for the board. The cost at the Community Center is now $20
each meeting. Frances indicated she could talk with Mark Glazebrook. He has indicated in the past
that the club is welcome to use the facility.
Cards & Flowers: Report appears in the newsletter. Also it had just been learned that Clift Hardin’s mother is in ICU and J. Brown’s sister passed away in June.
Membership: Lauman Schooler indicated there are no new applications to report. Also, he reported
that he had not had any response from the National applications that were taken the day of the meet.
2008 Car Meet: J.Gordon Brown dislayed plaques that had been prepared as special recognition of
major contributors. One of the plaques was presented to Robert Aftel
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during the meeting. The others will be distributed by board members to: Lancaster’s Barber Shop,
Covenant Funeral Home, All Foreign Used Auto Parts, Chuck’s Frame and Auto Body, Purvis Ford,
The Jewel Box, Pizza Hut of Fredericksburg and Tommy Mitchell.
J. also reported on information discussed at the July 8 board meeting concerning “Lessons Learned”
from this year’s meet:

•

Make sure public restrooms are open early.

• Have more coordination with downtown restaurants and shops, perhaps offering coupons for use
on the day of the meet by those attending.
•

Completely redo the meet flyer. It needs a new look and to have corrections made.

•

Judges need to be recruited ahead of time, the same as other volunteers.

•

Need to have flares or flashing lights for the barricades in the early a.m.

•

Need to have a larger number of trash bins spread through the meet area.

•

Need to have set-up and dismantle volunteers for large items, such as the tent Wally provided.

• Need a better PA system overall; need better system of communication among club workers
(perhaps cell phones?).
•

Need more publicity overall – from the City and from our own website.

•

50-50 fundraiser needs to be put back in place.

•

Take-apart Model T would be a good addition.

Parking of display cars doesn’t need to be as tight as we had it this year. Cars can be spread out more
along Sophia Street; however, it was generally agreed that starting by filling Hanover and Charlotte
Streets first was a good idea.
Also, J. had e-mailed Kimberly Herbert in regard to reserving Saturday, June 6, 2009, for next year’s
meet. He will be meeting with her to discuss and plan that meet as well as
following up on this year’s event.
Old Business: The website is still being worked on. Andy is having difficulty touching base with
the representative from National.
New Business: No new business.
Andy Gotchel won the 50-50 raffle.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m. Ben Schooler closed in prayer and refreshments were served.
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Taste of the Mountains Festival
The Taste of the Mountains Festival in Madison, VA, will be held from 9am—4 pm on Saturday, August 30, 2008. Club members planning to attend, please meet at the Tractor Supply
Co. Parking Lot on Rt. 3 at 7 am. We will caravan from there. This is a fund raiser for our
club we need 30 cars, so please mark this event on your calendar and plan to attend. There
will be plenty of food available to buy, lots of crafts, and many fun activities for all.

Classified Ads
ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter
copies are circulated each month. What better way to reach
Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch, A
typical business card is $16.00, and a full page is $160.00
per year. This is a fraction of the price charged by other
AACA newsletters. All types of ads are accepted. Contact
the Magneto editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA
members are entitled to four months of free advertising for
anything automotive related.

Wanted: Set of four or five original 1963-’64 galaxie
wheels, size 5.5”x14”. Must be in good shape (no pitting,
dings, etc. so they can be balanced). Call Dan or Jason
Javaras, (540) 786-5819.

For Sale: 1968 McCormick Farmall 140 tractor. Very good
condition, low hours, 2nd owner. Runs fine. Comes with all
implements (bush hog, plows, disk harrow, cultivators, wheel
weights, PTO unit, original owners manual). $4,500.00. Call
Jason, (540) 786-5819.

Doug Makin
Magneto Editor
P.O. Box 3022
Fredericksburg, VA 22402

