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I attended my first AACA National Meeting last
week. Kaye and I went to the First Lady’s breakfast
and ended up winning a bottle of wine as a door
prize and the African violet table center piece as I
had changed oil in an antique car. We arrived on
Thursday and were able to do some site seeing
including the Mint and the Reading Market. We
were in Philly a few years ago on a short vacation
and saw an episode of Throw Down with Bobby
Flay being filmed. We did the Philadelphia Trolley
tour on Saturday, nice but no heat in the tour bus
and me with no gloves on, quite cold! The Sheraton room keys had the AACA logo on them in addition to a chocolate candy with our logo given at
check-in. They had a nice snack table with pretzels
and sodas as a welcome. We attended several
seminars including Model cars and a nice one on
MG cars and their history presented by Terry and
Susan Bond. The Vendors room was well attended.
I gave out “pre-production “ show flyers and left
some on the Regions table and at the J. C. Taylor
Hospitality room two doors down from our room on
the 22nd floor. They were open to 12:30 AM on
both Friday and Saturday nights. A little noisy, but

we were up anyway.
I attended the Region and Chapter President’s
Dinner and sat with the Museum VP Richard Sills. I
did not know that as members of the AACA we get
90 minutes of research by the Library staff free
per year. You can have them research production
data, car facts including options and colors available and other restoration information. The only
cost is for copying. The Board voted by phone to
give the museum a $500 donation and a motion
will be discussed during the February meeting to
increase this if the membership so votes.
Hope you all enjoyed your January snow evening
as we had no meeting due to the weather and the
Hart community center was closed for the first
time that many of us can remember due to
weather. For history purposes, does anyone know
of another meeting missed due to weather?
Thanks to Andy and J for getting the word out
about the meeting. I used the members register
and called those without an email listed. Please try
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)
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MONTHLY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg Region AACA
are held at 7:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month except
December at the Dorothy Hart Community Center, 408 Canal
Street in Fredericksburg. All members will be notified of any
changes.

MEMBERSHIP
We are always looking for new members. So if you, or someone else you
know is interested in joining our club, please come to one of our membership meetings. For more information on membership, please contact our
Membership Chairman, Lauman Schooler (540) 373-1955.

February meeting—Tuesday, February 18th
March meeting— Tuesday, March18th

REFRESHMENTS SIGNSIGN-UP
If you would like to contribute drinks or dessert for an upcoming
club general membership meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots at the meeting.
I’m still updating the new list for 2014. It should be in the next
newsletter.

BIRTHDAYS
The following members will be celebrating their special day in February:

Suzanne Schooler
Connie Brown
Marjorie Mausolf

22
23
28
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HFR AACA ANNUAL SHOW

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (from page 1)
to attend Tuesday’s meeting as we will be discussing the June
meet. We were going to have a meeting of the meet committee
Thursday night, but it was called off due to the major snow storm.
I got my driveway shoveled off and a car cleaned off but there is
too much snow on the roads out to Hwy 17. Even four-wheel drive
vehicles are having a hard time and at least two cars slipped off
the road into ditches due to the snow. VDOT where are you?
Again we need someone to step up to fill the position of secretary
for the remainder of 2014 and as social chairperson. See you at
the meeting!
- Ken Loucks, HFR AACA President

Pictures from AACA National Facebook page

It’s time to start getting ready for our annual show, the biggest
event of the year for the club! It will be held on Saturday, June 7th,
and will once again take place on Caroline Street in downtown
Fredericksburg. As always, we will need everyone to pitch in to
make this event a success. Start spreading the word to everyone
you know in the antique car hobby about the show, especially
members of marquee clubs that you participate in. Contact the
show chairman J Brown or our president Ken Loucks to learn
more.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Dues to the local club, the HFR AACA are now past due. They once
again are $15 for the year. You can make payment at the monthly
membership meeting, or by sending a check, made payable to the
HFR AACA, to the club Treasurer Linda Gotchel.
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Made in Japan
- by Matthew Hocker, from December 2013 AACA Speedster
In addition to the library's wealth of books and sales literature, you
will find the occasional "knickknack." One of the library's more
unusual pieces is a tin lithograph toy automobile manufactured in
Japan in the 1950s. It is a relic from a time when Japan had risen
from the ashes of World War II to become the dominant force in
toy manufacturing, exporting more than $83 million in playthings
annually by 1962. From the late 1940s through the 1960s, Japanese toys built up a reputation for quality and style.
Before the war, Japan was far from a shining star in the toy industry. During this period, Germany was considered the benchmark
for quality and innovation. Names like Marklin and Schuco were

However, it may be argued the most celebrated toys from Japan
were battery-operated. Manufacturers took advantage of the
development of smaller motors, sometimes incorporating multiple
functions within a single toy. Capitalizing on the success of James
Bond, one company produced an Aston Martin with a working
ejection seat and rear-mounted bullet proof shield. If that weren't
enough, the car was also capable of generating sparks to simulate machine gun fire.
The example in the library's collection is simpler by comparison,
though no less impressive. Powered by two D batteries, the car
drives around in a continuous loop. It also sports working lights
and simulated engine noise. Perhaps the most unique part of the
car is the on/off switch, designed to look like the hand cranks
found on earlier automobiles.
The toy was patterned after cars from the brass era and was appropriately named the "Grand-Pa Car." It was manufactured by
Yonezawa, which was a prolific manufacturer of tin toy cars
throughout the 1950s and 1960s. In addition to this model, they
also crafted miniature versions of vehicles from GM, Ford, Opel
and even their native Daihatsu.

synonymous with the "best of the best." Compared to their Western counterparts, most prewar Japanese toys were considered
cheap, inferior and lacking in innovation.
Japan focused its efforts on reconstruction after the war ended,
and many factories which once produced tanks and fighter planes
were adapted for building toys. The postwar Japanese economy
was in dire straits, a point which would prove the primary driving
force behind the turnaround in the quality of their toys. If Japanese toymakers hoped to compete with manufacturers in Europe
and America they needed to build products for which kids would
clamor.
In the realm of toy vehicles, Japanese companies produced some
of the most realistic looking scale models on the market. Companies like Bandai crafted representations of famous vehicles from
America, Europe and Japan. Many of these featured friction motors which, thanks to a gear and flywheel system, allowed the cars
to move for an extended period of time with just a single push.

By the 1970s, tin toys from companies like Yonezawa were on the
decline thanks to the proliferation of cheaper plastic toys from
Hong Kong and South Korea. Meanwhile in Japan, the production
of tin toys became increasingly expensive as labor costs and inflation rates skyrocketed. Manufacturing costs were also driven up
by the need to follow stricter safety regulations.
Because of the shrinking toy market, Japan gradually shifted more
of its efforts to the electronics and automobile industries. In
1985, Japan would take the world of toys by storm again, this
time in the world of video games with the Nintendo Entertainment
System; since then Japanese electronic games have remained
synonymous with quality. Sometimes history has a way of repeating itself.
Discover More: To see the Yonezawa "Grand-Pa Car" in action, be
sure to pay a visit to the library. If you're interested in toy cars the
library has a collection of reference books covering everything
from diecasts to pedal cars. We also have a small collection of
vintage toy catalogs and advertisements in our flat files, and we
are always on the lookout for more unique material. If you have
any information on your favorite historic toy cars, feel free to contact the library!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 3-6, AACA Southeastern Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC
April 27, Piedmont Region AACA Annual Show
May 9, WWII Era Vehicle Display at Chancellor Middle School USO Dance
May 16-17, 61st Annual ODMA show, Glen Allen (Richmond), VA
June 7, HFR AACA 57th Annual Show, Downtown Fredericksburg, VA
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ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter copies are circulated each month. It is a great way to reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch: a typical business card is
$16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page, $80.00 for a half page, and a full page is $160.00 per year. This is a fraction of the price charged
by other AACA newsletters. All types of ads are accepted. Contact the Magneto editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA members
are entitled to four months free.

Andy Gotchel
Magneto Editor
1293 Forest Ridge Dr.
King George, VA 22485
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