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official monthly publication of
the Historic Fredericksburg
Region, Inc. AACA. Reproduction by other AACA Regions is authorized provided
credit is given. Opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect those of the Fredericksburg Region or the AACA.
Please address all correspondence to the editor.
adwayne1@aol.com

For more club news and
photos Visit Our Web
Site
www.HFRAACA.ORG
Nora Aftel, Webmaster

Well it’s now October, where has the year
gone? We went on a New England cruise and
found a narrow gauge railroad museum in
Portland, Maine. It is a small museum, but
they have a working locomotive with passenger cars which is used for rides, and a small
almost toy like switcher. Inside were two apparently unique vehicles, at least that is what
they said. The first was a 1926 Model T
which had been converted, when new to a
narrow gauge rail inspectors car with steel
steering and driving wheels, a rear storage
compartment and a cow catcher in front. The
other was a 1933 REO truck converted for
passenger use with a rail car type body from
the cab doors back. It was used by the local
rail line when there were too few passengers
for the usual train. I will bring photos of both
to the November meeting.

board meeting and as this is a non-elective
office I appointed him as the Historian. Doug
has three boxes of Magnetos. If you have any
items of historical value related to HFR and
would like to donate them for our history,
bring them to a meeting. If you went to Virginia Beach or Hershey and have interesting
photos and/or stories, please share them
with us.
Ken Loucks, HFR AACA President

As to the October meeting, Wally will be taking over my duties as I will not be in town.
Doug Makin volunteered after the September
meeting to be our Historian. We held a short
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MONTHLY MEETINGS
Monthly meetings of the Historic Fredericksburg Region AACA
are held at 7:30 PM on the third Tuesday of each month except
December at the Dorothy Hart Community Center, 408 Canal
Street in Fredericksburg. All members will be notified of any
changes.

MEMBERSHIP
We are always looking for new members. So if you, or someone else you
know is interested in joining our club, please come to one of our membership meetings. For more information on membership, please contact our
Membership Chairman, Lauman Schooler (540) 373-1955.

October meeting—Tuesday, October 15th
November meeting—Tuesday, November 19th

REFRESHMENTS SIGNSIGN-UP
If you would like to contribute drinks or desert for an upcoming
club general membership meeting, please sign up for one of the
open spots at the meeting. We thank the Mausolfs for providing
snacks and Don Mohr for drinks at the October meeting.

SNACKS
November
January 2014
February
March
April
May
June
July

BEVERAGES

Suzanne Schooler Linnie Coppage

BIRTHDAYS
The following members will be celebrating their special day in October:

William Derryberry
Linnie Coppage
Nelda Mohr
Ed Johannemann
Lauman Schooler
Dan Liebenow

5
5
10
12
24
25
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CLUB NEWS

EAGLE VILLAGE CAR DISPLAY

CARDS & FLOWERS

Once again this year, our club will put on a display of antique
automobiles at the Eagle Village Shopping Center (formerly
known as the Park and Shop). It will take place on Saturday, October 26th, beginning at 10:00 AM. This shopping center is located
off of Route 1, across the street from the University of Mary
Washington. Please contact J. Brown for more information.

Cards were sent to Wally Hunt and Dee Javaras who are recovering from recent ailments and medical procedures. Our hopes and
prayers are with both of them and their families. If you know of
anyone in the club who we need to send a card to, please contact
Rena Rees.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Check your new copy of the AACA Automobile Magazine for the
form to renew your National AACA membership for 2014. You can
also renew online at the National AACA website: www.aaca.org.
Get your renewal in today!

Photo from 2010 event

BATTERY SAFETY AND YOUR ANTIQUE CAR
About two weeks ago, I went outside to the garage to start up
my Rolls Silver Shadow after it sat for several months. I opened
the trunk and removed the battery float charger that had been
connected to maintain the battery when in storage.
After priming the engine and checking all the fluids I attempted to start the engine. Upon engaging the starter a loud
explosion was heard that got everybody’s attention. Thinking it
was a bad backfire my son and I checked the exhaust system
and the intake system on the engine. To our surprise nothing
was found to be damaged or even indicated a problem.
The car started normally and ran well to our surprise after this
inspection. It was only when I went back to the trunk and opened
it did I realize the true nature of the problem. To our surprise the
battery had exploded in the battery compartment. It destroyed
the compartment and spread battery pieces everywhere. I was

surprised that not too much acid was dispersed and this was
cleaned quickly. Pictures are included to show the battery and
the rest of the compartment. I took the battery back where I
purchased it and they said they never saw this before, but surmised that the float charger had slowly caused the buildup of
hydrogen in the case and an internal short set it off. We were
lucky because the fuel tank was only 14 inches away behind a
partition and if there had been any fuel vapor the outcome would
be very different.
Now I make sure I vent the battery after the float chargers are
removed to insure that no hydrogen gas remains. This battery
was in an enclosed compartment with little or no ventilation.
Just be careful when your battery is mounted in such an installation.
- Hank Mausolf
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CLUB NEWS

MERRYMAN’S GARAGE TOUR
On Sunday, September 8th, members of our club enjoyed a lunch
and a garage tour at the Merryman’s Shop and Garage in White
Oak, VA. We enjoyed a main course of fried chicken along with
side dishes and desserts supplied by participating club members.
It was a nice day to get our antique cars out for a drive. A good
time was had by all. We our grateful for the hospitality of our
hosts, who made this event possible. The following are pictures
from the event.

MAGNETO BACKPAGES

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 26, HFR AACA Antique Vehicle Display at Eagle Village Shopping Center, Fredericksburg, VA
December 1, HFR AACA Annual Christmas Banquet, Fredericksburg Country Club
February 6-8, 2014 AACA National Meeting, Philadelphia, PA
April 3-6, AACA Southeastern Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC
May 9, WWII Era Vehicle Display at Chancellor MS USO Dance
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Historic Fredericksburg Region AACA
Annual Christmas Party
Sunday, December 1, 2013 1:30 P.M.
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Historic Fredericksburg Region, AACA
Monthly Meeting Minutes – September 17, 2013

The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm by President, Ken Loucks. 26 Members were present and one visitor, Howard “Mac” McAllister.
The August Meeting Minutes were approved.
Members voted to pay the bills presented by Treasurer, Linda Gotchel. Bills included printing and postage and lunch expenses for the Merryman Garage Tour. Linda shared a Thank you Letter from students who attended the ITT Conference. Our club helped sponsor their
scholarship.
Committee Reports:
Membership: Lauman Schooler introduced our visitor and encouraged him to join us again.
Sunshine: No Report.
Legislative: No Report.
Magneto: Andy Gotchel noted the “bio” on Ken Loucks in this month’s newsletter. He also would welcome new articles or information contributed by members.
Website: No Report.
Social: Frances Schooler reported eighteen cars at the Taste of the Mountain car show and thanked everyone who participated. The Merryman Garage Tour was a delightful event with 35 in attendance. The Merrymans were wonderful hosts. We appreciate their generosity and
hope to visit them again.
Meet Committee: J.Brown reported there were some 20 cars at the Vintage Route 1 Car display and our club was mentioned in advertising
the event. Also J. stated it is time to consider the plaque design for next year’s meet. The President will check on this matter.
Old Business:
Lauman Schooler reminded everyone to renew their AACA membership and to vote for the new directors. All information is available in the
recent AACA magazine.
New Business:
Doug Makin was officially appointed Historian of HFR. Any documents or memorabilia pertaining to the club should be given to Doug.
Robert Aftel presented pictures to J. Brown and Lauman Schooler and thanked them for sharing their antique cars at a local school play.
There was a discussion of printing the Magneto in color and members receiving the newsletter via email. Linda and Andy will research options and present a proposal at the next meeting.
50/50 Raffle: The raffle was won by Lauman Schooler who graciously donated his winnings back to the club.
Ben Schooler offered a closing prayer and the meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. Refreshments were provided by Liz Hunt and J.Brown---thank
you.
Respectfully submitted
Marjorie Mausolf, Secretary
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ADVERTISE IN THE MAGNETO. Nearly 100 Magneto newsletter copies are circulated each month. It is a great way to reach Fredericksburg’s most active antique automotive enthusiasts. Yearly advertising rates are $2.00 per square inch: a typical business card is
$16.00, $40.00 for a quarter page, $80.00 for a half page, and a full page is $160.00 per year. This is a fraction of the price charged
by other AACA newsletters. All types of ads are accepted. Contact the Magneto editor to inquire about advertising. HFR AACA members
are entitled to four months free.

Andy Gotchel
Magneto Editor
1293 Forest Ridge Dr.
King George, VA 22485
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